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£2 million to transform 
Alloa Town Centre
The Imagine Alloa plans to revitalise Alloa town 

centre have been granted a fantastic £2 million 
of government funding.

The Clackmannanshire Alliance 
sub‑mission, led by the Council and 
involving all the public sector agencies, 
as well as Clackmannanshire Business 
and Alloa Town Centre BID, fought off stiff 
competition to scoop the tremendous 
windfall.

The cash, which must be spent on 
physical improvement in the town centre, 
will encourage new business and get 
people involved in creative projects.

A large part of the funding will be used 
to improve pavements and streets, 
and will also include landscaping and 
lighting. A unique element of the intiative 
will be shop front enhancements and  
new public artworks. The project will 
bring together traditional town centre 
planning with cultural planning, using 
art to lift Clackmannanshire out of the 
ordinary. The innovative approach has 
been recognised by an impressive range 
of organisations, including the Glasgow 
School of Art and the Robert Gordon 
University.

Fiona Preston, a partner at Cabelo Arte 
on Mill Street said, “I am over the moon 

about the successful award of £2 
million for the town centre. This local 
investment can really help attract more 
visitors, shoppers and businesses.”

There are many ways that local people 
can be involved in Imagine Alloa, from 
creating your own work to learning a new 
skill or witnessing a professional artist 
at work. The ambitious initiative aims to 
unite the whole community to create a 
town known for arts and culture. As well 
as permanent art works such as sculpture 
or decorative shop fronts, the initiative will 
allow exhibitions of work produced by the 
creative residents of Clackmannanshire to 
be held.

If you live or work in the area and would 
like to be involved, the Imagine Alloa 
project team want to hear from you. 
Contact Cultural Planner Kathleen O’Neill 
on 763964 for details. Information sessions 
will be held where you can find out more 
and sign up to be a part of this exciting 
initiative. These events will be advertised 
on the Council’s website at www.
clacksweb.org.uk and through the local 
media.

See page 10 to find out how the Imagine Alloa project 
builds on the county’s popular public art programme, 
including Andy Scott’s latest sculpture.
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Your chance 
to see 
democracy 
in action

Council prepared 
for flu 

HELPING CLACKMANNANSHIRE’S 
YOUNG PEOPLE & YOUNG FAMILIES

Clackmannanshire Council has plans in place 
to ensure that Council Services can keep going 

through the ongoing flu pandemic.

Over the summer months fewer 
people went to see their GP 
about  A(H1N1) flu ‑ also known 
as swine flu. However, there 
is no room for complacency. 
This outbreak is expected to 
follow the pattern of previous 
pandemics and a second wave 
is expected later in the year. 

The Council, along with our 
partners in the NHS and other 
agencies, have been preparing 
for a pandemic for a number of 
years.

Response plans are in place 
to deal with a flu pandemic 
across all Council services and 
also set out how the Council 
will collaborate with our key 
partners to ensure that services 
continue.

These plans have been tested, 
updated and improved over the 
years.

The Civil Contingencies Act 
places a duty on local authorities 
to ensure that arrangements 
are in place to ensure either 
business as normal, or in more 
extreme circumstances, the 
services that we deem as critical 
are sustained.

It is important we all continue to 
practice good infection control 
practices: 

•	 Washing	hands	frequently	with	
soap and water to reduce the 
spread	of	virus	from	your	hands	to	
face or to other people.

•	 Cleaning	hard	surfaces	(eg	door	
handles)	frequently	using	a	normal	
cleaning product.

•	 Covering	your	nose	and	mouth	
when coughing or sneezing, using 
a tissue when possible.

•	 Disposing	of	dirty	tissues	promptly	
and	carefully.

•	 Making	sure	children	follow	this	
advice. 

Clackmannanshire Council 
welcomes visitors into 

the Chambers at Greenfield 
House, Alloa, where Council 
and Committee meetings 
take place.

The meetings, which normally 
take place on a Thursday, 
are open to the public and 
Council meetings are chaired 
by Provost Derek Stewart.

Provost Stewart said: “The 
Council is working hard to 
make Clackmannanshire a 
better place to live and work. 
Council and Committee 
meetings are where many 
key decisions are made and 
I would like to invite local 
people to come along and 
witness local democracy 
first hand. Meetings are 
conducted in public to 
promote openness, fairness 
and transparency. By 
attending a meeting, you 
will be more informed of 
decisions that affect your 
community.” 

The next Council meeting is 
on Thursday 5th November 
2009. Copies of the agenda, 
detailing the reports that 
will be discussed, will be 
published on the website on 
Thursday 29th October and 
hard copies of the reports 
will be available at Greenfield 
reception and in Alloa 
Library.

Provost Stewart added: 
“There are challenging 
times ahead for the Council 
and tough decisions for 
politicians to make. A major 
review of budgets is currently 
being undertaken and this 
is likely to have an impact 
on the services the Council 
delivers. We would welcome 
anyone who would like to 
come along and listen to the 
debates.”

Details of future meetings 
are published on ClacksWeb 
at www.clacksweb.org.uk/
council/meetings/ where you 
can also download a copy of 
the leaflet ‘A Visitors’ guide to 
Council meetings.’

This is called business 
continuity planning 
and we have made sure 
that it has filtered down 
through every tier of Council 
service delivery. We have 
arrangements for all sorts of 
emergency situations – a flu 
pandemic is just one example.

It is expected that a vaccine for 
flu A(H1N1) will be licensed by 
October, with a government 
vaccination programme being 
started for priority groups later 
in the year.

One of the Council’s 
major priorities is to 

support	 young	 people	
and families and we 
provide services to help:

 promote young 
people’s education

 improve young 
people’s health

 support children and 
young people who 
have specific needs 
and in times of need.

Some of the things we do...
Did you know? 
Clackmannanshire Council 
has constructed three new 
secondary schools.

Did you know? 
Clackmannanshire Council 
has launched healthy eating 
initiatives in our schools and 
nurseries.

Did you know? 
Clackmannanshire Council has 
bought over 8,000 new books 
for children and teenagers for 
our libraries.

Did you know? 
Clackmannanshire Council 
made a commitment to give 
children in care the same 
chances as other young 
people.

Did you know? 
Clackmannanshire Council 
has provided over 2,000 
places for pre‑school care 
and over 200 out of school 
places to help parents stay in 
work while their children are 
in school or nursery.

Did you know? 
Clackmannanshire 
Council has provided 
over 29,000 learning 
access sessions from our 
libraries and computers. 

Did you know? 
Clackmannanshire 
Council spent around 
£1 million on projects to 
support young people 
last year.

How do we know it is working?
The quality and inclusiveness of 
Support Services for schools were 
highlighted as being excellent in 
a report by education inspectors.

100% of our three and four year 
olds took up their entitlement to 
free nursery places. 

Eight out of ten young people 
in care achieved SCQF level 3 
or better in at least one subject, 
showing that we are equipping 
looked‑after children with the 
skills they need for their future.

All of the pupils we put forward 

for Skills For Work courses at 
Forth Valley College passed their 
courses as well as the awards 
they gained in school.

Our primary schools continue to 
meet national standards with four 
out of five pupils in P3, P4, P6 and 
P7 meeting national standards in 
reading, writing and maths.

The numbers of young people 
leaving school unable to find 
work has remained relatively low: 
the same percentage as in 2007 
despite the economic downturn.

Find out more about how we’re 
performing by going to http://
www.clacksweb.org.uk/council/
progressandperformance/
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Can your snaps of Clacks 
win you a prize?
Clackmannanshire Council is holding an online photography competition 
to encourage residents and visitors to appreciate the area’s stunning 
scenery and beautiful environment.

The only restriction to the competition is that the images must 
by of the Clackmannanshire landscape or countryside. It is 
open to all photographers ‑ amateur and professional 
‑ of all ages. The images can be recent or from a few 
years ago and, to increase your chances of winning, 
you can submit as many images as you want.

All the submissions will be available to view 
on ClacksWeb and once a shortlist has been 
selected later this year, there will be a chance 
for you to vote for your favourite and help to 
select an overall winner.

The prize of £100 will be given to the 
photographer whose image receives the most 
votes. Look out in a future edition of View to 
see which photo wins.

The enter the competition you must register a 
few details with ClacksWeb and then you can 
upload your JPG images. Images must be no 
larger than 2MBs and no smaller than 800x600 
pixels.

Forth	Valley	Success	In	UK	Games
Forth	 Valley	 Disability	

Sport Team excelled 
themselves in the 8th 
National	 Special	 Olympics	
GB	 Summer	 Games.	 Their	
medal haul totalled 36 gold, 
23 silver and 19 bronze. 
A team of 57 athletes aged from 
nine to 62 years of age from 
Clackmannanshire, Stirling and 
Falkirk represented Forth Valley 
in the Games which were held in 
Leicester in July.

The athletes competed against 
teams from 18 other regions in 
the UK in athletics, boccia, bowls, 
equestrian, football, golf, gymnastics 
and swimming.

Prime Minister Gordon Brown 
attended the opening ceremony 
and welcomed 2700 athletes to the 
Walkers stadium which was packed 
with an enthusiastic crowd.

The Forth Valley Team have been 
training hard for the competition, 
which took place in 18 venues 
throughout Leicestershire, and the 
commitment of the athletes was 
been evident in the results and the 
medal tally.

Clackmannanshire	is	now	the	only	local	authority	area	in	
Scotland	to	have	every	single	one	of	its	secondary-school	

pupils being educated in a brand new building following the 
opening	of	Lornshill	Academy	at	the	start	of	term.

Alloa, Alva and Lornshill Academies 
have all opened their doors to 
pupils ‑ and communities ‑ this year. 
The new facilities include up‑to‑
the‑minute technology, recording 
studios, fantastic performing 
space and sports facilities. The 
flexible space provides capacity 
for innovation, with the layout 
enabling small group work out 
with a classroom setting. Students 
will therefore be able to manage 
some of their own learning, making 
them better prepared for learning 
independently at university, college 
or work. 

Staff and pupils at all three schools 
have settled well into their new 
state‑of‑the‑art classrooms with 
all agreeing that the new 
buildings create inspiring learning 
environments.

Lornshill Academy Head Teacher 
Danny Murphy said, “I am delighted 
with the new Lornshill. We have 
a splendid building, fit for good‑
quality 21st century education. 
Pupils are responding well to the 
new environment and we are 
looking forward to phase 2, when 
the demolition of the old school is 
complete. We are all very grateful 
for the support of the parents 
and our colleagues across Council 
services who have made this move 
possible.”

Phase 2 of the development, which 
is ongoing, will lead to the school 
being able to host county‑wide 
sports events.

Lornshill Head Girl, May Man 
said: “There’s only one word 
to describe the architecture of 
the new school ‑ awesome. The 
corridors are incredibly spacious 
and the whole school is much 
brighter, providing a better learning 
environment for pupils. It would be 
an understatement to say the view 
from the school was beautiful. We 
have come a long journey from the 
bottom of the hill to the top and I 
hope this will encourage everyone 
to also strive to be at the top. It’s 
huge, new and clean. It is a new 
start for all our pupils and can only 
mean a brighter future for them too. 
The library is remarkable, the view 
is gorgeous and the whole school 
is bright and spacious. I’m not sure 
what more I could ask for.”

Lornshill Head Boy, Martin 
Williamson, said: “The facilities in the 
new school are remarkably good. I 
have had so many people coming to 
me and complimenting the school. 
There is a buzz of excitement 
around the place, it’s great. The 
classrooms are excellent. The extra 
light given by the cleverly planned 
architecture provides a better 
learning environment for everyone 

in comparison to the old school. The 
choices for lunch are phenomenal. 
With lots of different stations ‑ a 
take away option and a trolley for 
quick access, the queues are very 
swift. There is more choice, and we 
have to wait less! The new school 
is also very up to date with new 
technology. With every class having 
an interactive whiteboard, we have 
a new way of learning which is a lot 
more fun and will appeal more to 
the younger pupils.”

Graham Harvey, Team 
Manager, said: “It was 
a fantastic week of 
competition and for 
many of the athletes 
it was their first time 
away from home and 
competing in a week 
long event. Everyone 
returned home with 

The Clackmannanshire medallists:

Event Name Medals	

Boccia Lee Duncan 1 Gold 
Neil Carruthers 1 Gold 
Stephen Donaldson 1 Gold

Rythmic	Gymnastics Amy Walker 5 Golds

Artistic	Gymnastics	
Level 1

Claire Robertson 1 Gold 
Ashleigh McRobbie 1 Gold, 1 Silver, 1 Bronze
Barbara Ann McGinn 1 Gold, 2 Bronze
Susan McAvinney 3 Golds, 2 Silver

Swimming Andrew Wright 1 Gold, 1 Silver

memories they will never 
forget.” 

Forth Valley Disability Sport raised over £50,000 through a variety of 
fundraising events in order to send the team to Leicester. Graham thanked 
the many sponsors and volunteers who made the trip possible.

If you would like information about sports participation opportunities for 
people with physical, sensory and learning disabilities in the area please 
telephone Clackmannanshire Council Sports Development on 01259 
222350. 

A fresh start for every secondary 
pupil in the county

New school buildings have positive impact
Alloa Academy was the first of the three schools in Clackmannanshire to 
move to its new building. Since it opened in February, staff have certainly 
seen a positive impact on pupil behaviour.

Head Teacher Ralph Barker said: “Since the very first day, we noticed a 
distinct improvement in behaviour and the number of detentions has 
dropped. There has been a large decrease in the number of pupils sent out 
of class and there is a pleasant, calm and peaceful atmosphere throughout 
the school. We put this down to the spacious, light learning and social 
spaces that have been incorporated into the building design. The new 
schools are designed with learning in mind and will allow our young people 
to fulfil their potential.”

Alva Academy opened its doors to pupils in April and the whole school 
community is already reaping the benefits of the state of the art 
surroundings.

Head teacher John Meney said: “The school is a lovely environment for 
teaching and learning. Staff and pupils are making full use of our improved 
facilities. Our new assembly hall has already hosted performances by the 
BBC Scottish Symphony orchestra, a production of Faustus by a theatre 
group who were performing at the Edinburgh festival and our annual 
prizegiving. Everyone is really enjoying the new facilities.”
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ACE results for ACE studentsExam Results Update
Pupils across Clackmannanshire are being 

congratulated for their performance in their 
Standard	Grade	and	Higher	Grade	exams.

Alloa	 Academy	 started	 the	 innovative	 Alternative	
College	Education	 (ACE)	programme	seven	years	

ago	in	partnership	with	Forth	Valley	College.	

the college as a personal 
tutor to the group, and guides 
them through the college 
experience. 

As well as gaining numerous 
qualifications, the group’s 
attendance has improved 
significantly. In S2/3 these 
young people had over 70 
exclusions between them. The 
group’s attendance 
improved overall 
by 38%, with two 
students’ attendance 
standing at 99.5%.

Parents are involved 
throughout and 
family members were 
given a chance to see 
the educational and 

Results were delivered in 
August, and while successful 
appeals can only improve 
them, the initial picture 
already suggests that local 
pupils have done very well 
indeed.

For example 93% of pupils 
obtained Standard Grade 
English and Maths at Level 3 
or better. The percentage of 
pupils obtaining five or more 
Standard Grades at Level 3 or 
better has risen to 93%.

Councillor George Matchett, 
Portfolio Holder for Inclusion 
said: “Clackmannanshire’s 

young people, their parents 
and teachers can take pride 
in their achievements which 
are the result of years of hard 
work and dedication. I am 
satisfied that we are making 
steady improvements in the 
area of exam performance 
and pushing these numbers 
up remains a priority for 
Clackmannanshire Council.”

At Higher Grade there has 
also been an upward trend, 
with 15% of pupils obtaining 
three or more Highers and 
6% of pupils gaining five or 
more Highers.

Alloa School Celebrates National Award

The Alloa school has become 
the first in Clackmannanshire 
and only the third school in 
Scotland to attain a Marjorie 
Boxall Quality Mark Award. 
The award is for the school’s 
nurture group which 
supports pupils to help them 
improve their skills so that 
they can get the best possible 
start to their learning. 

The school held a garden 
party to celebrate the 
achievement. 

Park Primary School’s 
nurture group, which is 
called the Sunshine Class, 
was established in 2000 in 
response to the overall success 
of the implementation of the 
Council’s early intervention 
programme. Whilst almost 
all pupils had benefited 
from the programme, a few 
were identified as in need 
of further support to help 
them make the most of their 
learning experiences.

Two members of staff 
were chosen to set up and 
develop the nurture group 
and in the summer of 2000, 
they attended the University 
of Cambridge to gain 
qualifications to ensure that 
the group was run following 
the principles of the Nurture 
Group Network.

For over 30 years nurture 
groups have been demon‑
strating that with the 

right help children who 
present emotional and 
behavioural difficulties can 
be successfully included 
in mainstream school. 
Nurture groups provide a 
safe and nurturing learning 
environment where each 
child is valued, understood 
and has their emotional 
needs met appropriately. 
They offer an experience of 
adults through which trust 
and confidence are built 
and learning begins to take 
place. 

The assessor’s report stated 
Christine Stewart, the 
Sunshine Class teacher and 
Helena Stone the support 
assistant, “acted as very 
positive role models for 
both the children and their 
parents, creating a lovely, 
calm, warm ethos.” Work 
with parents, which is also 
supported by care worker 
Kirsty McNulty was described 
as, “absolutely excellent.”

Acting Headteacher Adri‑
enne  Aitken added: “I am 
delighted that the school’s 
work with the Sunshine 
Class has been recognised 
for its excellent practice. The 
staff who work in this area 
deserve congratulations 
and recognition for their 
commitment to the parents, 
pupils and the community 
which Park Primary School 
serves.”

ACE targets pupils who are 
disillusioned with school and 
supports them into college 
education.

The course has been reviewed 
and improved every year 
and this year 10 S4 pupils 
experienced college life in 
a supported and positive 
environment.

Nine of these pupils have 
now gone onto full‑time 
college courses and the other 
one has joined the Kickstart 
programme.

Before attending the ACE 

programme, this group of 
pupils were disengaged with 
school and felt they had 
outgrown the system. Their 
behaviour and attendance 
could be challenging and 
they were placed in the 
lowest sets for their year and 
were not expected to attain 
any significant qualifications. 

Following an induction period 
to smooth the transition into 
college, the group started 
at  Forth Valley College five 
days a week in August 2008. 
A support worker is jointly 
employed by the school and 

personal turnaround in the 
youngsters at an end of term 
awards ceremony.

Through re‑engagement with 
education the programme 
has turned the lives of these 
young people around and 
they can all now look forward 
to positive futures.

Staff	 and	 pupils	 at	 Park	 Primary	 School	
have been celebrating after receiving a 

prestigious award.

Robert added: “The Award 
helps you develop as a 
person and gets you out of 
the house.”

The other Gold Award 
recipients from the Hillfoots 
group are Kate McFarlane, 
Tom Davenport and Alison 
Passe. Kate’s activities 
included knitting and fencing. 
Meanwhile, Andrew Greenhill 

left to right: Graeme, Robert, Alastair

Triplets Alistair, Robert 
and	 Graeme	 Stirling	

from	 Benview	 have	 the	
golden touch having 
achieved	their	Gold	Duke	
of Edinburgh Award.

The trio are amongst seven 
Gold Award recipients this 
year from the Hillfoots Open 
Award Group.

The 18‑year‑olds are former 
pupils of Alva Academy and 
completed their Award with 
a once in a lifetime trip to 
Namibia with Forth Region 
Scouts.

Alistair, Robert and Graeme 
have achieved their Gold 
Awards by tackling a wide 

range of activities for a period 
of 18 months. They worked 
tirelessly through five sections 
of their DofE programme ‑ 
Volunteering, Physical, Skills, 
Expedition and a Residential 
Section.

Activities included playing 
musical instruments, ski‑ing 
and a hiking and camping 
trip in the Cairngorms.

The boys recommend the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award 
to other young people in 
Clackmannanshire.

Alistair said: “We used our 
existing hobbies and interests 
which meant we really 
enjoyed it.”

is in the final stages of 
completing his Gold Award.

Two Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Open Award Groups operate 
in Clackmannanshire and 
they are keen to hear from 
interested young people 
aged between 14‑24. To 
find out more contact 
the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award Development Officer 
Michael Clark on 763959.

Award recipients keep it in the family

A total of 12 Scouts from Clackmannanshire were amongst the 
Forth Valley contingent on the Namibia trip. They are pictured at 
the opening ceremony with John Spruce, District Commissioner 
Clackmannanshire. Left to right, back row: Kate McFarlane, 
David Hodgkinson, Connor Tait, Andrew Hall, Iain McCall, 
Rachael Veitch, front row: Graeme Stirling, Alistair Stirling, Robert 
Stirling, John Spruce, Gavin Muirhead, Samantha Paterson, 
Andrew Greenhill.

Chief Executive Angela Leitch presents the Marjorie Boxall Award to 
Sunshine Class teacher Christine Stewart, support assistant Helena 
Stone and care worker Kirsty McNulty. 
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Clackmannanshire Alliance
Did	you	know	that	all	sorts	

of organisations are 
working together to make 
Clackmannanshire better?

Public sector organisations like 
the Council, police and NHS work 
together with local businesses and 
voluntary and community groups  
to improve issues the county’s 
communities care about; things like 
creating jobs, encouraging tourism, 
tackling the fear of crime and 
increasing opportunities for young 
people. 

When these organisations work 
together, they are known as 
the Clackmannanshire Alliance: 
the area’s community planning 
partnership.

The partners of the Alliance 
have agreed priorities based 
on circumstances facing 
Clackmannanshire and taking 
into account the views of 
Clackmannanshire residents. 

We want Clackmannanshire to 
be a safe and attractive place for 
people to work, live and visit, 
We want there to be jobs in 
Clackmannanshire and for residents 
of the county to be able to get and 
maintain these jobs. We want to 
help people improve their health 
and lifestyles and we want to 
offer support to those who have 
particular needs. Overall, we want 
all the services we provide to meet 
your needs.

Each year, the Alliance sets out the 
things it wants to achieve across its 
various priorities. In this newsletter, 
we tell you about the progress 
we’ve made in this in 2008‑9. You Told Us! 

The Clacks 1000 is a panel of over 1000 Clackmannanshire residents 
who	take	part	in	a	series	of	surveys	throughout	the	year. 
The feedback from the Clacks 1000 informs the work that the partners do.

92% of people felt their neighbourhood was either a ‘fairly good’ or 
‘very good’ place to live

68% of you rate your experience of public services as ‘good’ or ‘very good’

81% describe your general mental and emotional well being as either 
‘very happy’ or ‘fairly happy’

40% of you take moderate physical activity (at least 30 minutes per day, 
five or more times in a typical week)

The things you like best about your neighbourhood are that it is quiet and 
peaceful, that you have good, friendly neighbours

The things you like least about your neighbourhood are lack of things to do 
for young people and litter and rubbish,

Did you 
know?

We have reduced our CO2 
emissions and reduced the 
amount of biodegradable 

waste sent to landfill

Did you 
know?

Last year, 45% 
of waste in 

Clackmannanshire 
was recycled.
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Encouraging impressions 
and attracting jobs

Another major step was the 
opening of the Stirling‑Alloa‑
Kincardine railway, which 
proved even more popular than 
expected, with thousands of 
people choosing this low cost and 
environmentally sound mode of 
travel for work and pleasure.

And more recently, Clack‑
mannanshire Alliance was 
delighted to support a successful 
bid for funding for Alloa Town 
Centre. ‘Imagine Alloa’ will 
encourage new retail businesses 
and more shoppers with smart 
shop fronts, new pavements and 
a central ‘art town’ theme. Local 
artists will be able to share and 
showcase their work and there 
will be chances for everyone to 
get involved. This is the first step 
towards a thriving niche as a 
town with high quality boutique 
and craft shops.

To help local people take 
advantage of job opportunities 
which are emerging as a result 
of these developments, the 
Alliance has invested in a range 
of employability services. 
Clackmannanshire Works was 
established in 2008 and offers 
long‑term support anyone who 
has difficulty finding work for 
whatever reason. 

In its first 12 months, Clackmannanshire Works helped over 180 
people move towards sustainable jobs and careers.

Happy	and	healthy

Since September 2008, Clackmannanshire Healthier Lives 
has:

•	 Carried	out	287	health	
assessments

•	 Helped	202	individuals	and	
39	community	groups	choose	
healthier food

•	 Helped	122	clients	to	cut	
down	on	smoking	(of	which	
24	have	fully	stopped	smoking)

Clackmannanshire	Alliance	wants	the	county	to	have	a	positive	image	and	attract	visitors	
and	businesses.	In	the	past	year	we’ve	seen	great	progress	made,	with	the	successful	

campaign	to	name	the	Clackmannanshire	Bridge	really	putting	us	on	the	map.	

Katrina
“I was paid off from Woolworths in the new year. I was keen to move into 
another retail position but I found there were very few retail opportunities 
around and I felt I needed help with job search, support and building my 
confidence.

“Lynne, my adviser, kept in touch constantly. I completed a confidence 
building course and a job search course and found these both very useful. 
I felt Lynne was on my side and gave me the advice and attention I needed. 
Clackmannanshire Works was completely open and inviting, I have been 
successful in finding retail work and have recently started a second job.”

Did you 
know?

There were fewer 
alcohol related driving 
incidents in Clacks in 

2008‑09 than 
the year before

Living and learning
The Alliance will make 

sure that people in 
Clackmannanshire are trained 
and	have	the	skills	they	need	to	
go	on	to	employment.	

In 2008 Forth Valley College 
received approval for a new 
£21m college building in 
Alloa, incorporating the latest 
construction techniques and 
education facilities. This will 
transform the learning experi‑
ence for students as well as 
put Forth Valley College at the 
forefront of further and higher 
education provision in Scotland 
and internationally. 

The new high profile campus will 

be the largest investment in a 
public sector building Alloa has 
seen for decades. The location of 
the innovative 5,000m² building, 
close to the re‑opened train 
station, will make it ideal for part‑
time or evening study, as well as 
contributing significantly to the 
continuing regeneration of the 
town. Physical work on this site 
will start in March 2010, to be 
completed by August 2011, with 
the first learners moving in at the 
start of the 2011/12 academic 
session.

The new college campus will 
complement the three new 
secondary schools which have 

just opened in Clackmannanshire. 
Last year, the partners made 
considerable progress in 
working together to support 
young people leaving school 
with the percentage of leavers 
unemployed now the lowest it’s 
been for five years.

And at the other end of the school 
spectrum, nursery and primary 
school pupils have benefited 
from a range of initiatives to get 
them off to the best educational 
start. 

In February, 2009, primary school 
pupils in Clackmannanshire 
took part in a healthy living 
programme designed by the local 

football club. The programme was 
intended to support and enhance 
the work taking place in local 
schools linking physical activity, 
sport and food and nutrition. The 
club has developed a series of 
suggested activities and tasks for 
children which link directly to the 
coaching programme followed 
by the club’s players. Positive 
cross‑curricular links have been 
made in schools which have 
used the programme, creating 
enthusiasm and motivation 
in the participating P4 and 5 
pupils who now have a greater 
understanding of the work of the 
club and its links to health and 
wellbeing.

Good health is fundamental 
to	everyone’s	quality	of	life.	

Partners in Clackmannanshire 
have invested significant 
resources in services to help 
prevent	ill-health	and	to	support	
people to improve their health. 

In 2008‑09, the partners 
established a community based 
programme, Clackmannanshire 
Healthier Lives, which  gives 
people an individually tailored 
health improvement program, 
including a health check, and 
information on how they 
can change their behaviour. 
Individuals are supported by a 
key worker. 

Jack, retired male
“The check up was good. It was a 
good thing for me no doubt about 
it. You know what it’s like. You’re 
on a downer, a spiral.  I mean my 
weight had rocketed up, since I had 
retired, I knew it had, but it wasn’t 
until the health check ..  it was like 
the assessor  held up a mirror to 
me which kind of says, “Well this 
is what you’re really like but this is 
what you can do. It spurred me on” 

Janet,  unemployed female 
“CHL has been a great support 
to me.  No doubt about it, I could 
never have quit smoking without 
their support. I just wouldn’t have 
managed it. Just having someone 
to speak to, to talk about it and 
remind you why you’re doing it and 
try this or try that. It was brilliant, 
brilliant support” 

The partners also work together to provide services for those who 
need most support. In 2008‑09, a range of joint services were 
inspected and all passed with flying colours:

•	 services	for	older	people	in	
Clackmannanshire were hugely 
commended for responding well to the 
needs of individuals

•	 services	for	homeless	people	were	rated	
as excellent

•	 joint	services	for	children	were	shown	to	
have improved.

Did you 
know?

Two thirds of primary 
school pupils in 

Clackmannanshire 
walk to school.



Did you 
know?
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Happy	and	healthy

Since September 2008, Clackmannanshire Healthier Lives 
has:

•	 Carried	out	287	health	
assessments

•	 Helped	202	individuals	and	
39	community	groups	choose	
healthier food

•	 Helped	122	clients	to	cut	
down	on	smoking	(of	which	
24	have	fully	stopped	smoking)

Keeping	it	green

The partners also work together to provide services for those who 
need most support. In 2008‑09, a range of joint services were 
inspected and all passed with flying colours:

•	 services	for	older	people	in	
Clackmannanshire were hugely 
commended for responding well to the 
needs of individuals

•	 services	for	homeless	people	were	rated	
as excellent

•	 joint	services	for	children	were	shown	to	
have improved.

CLACKMANNANSHIRE	
PRIORITY	OUTCOMES

The area has a positive image 
and attracts people and 

business

Our communities are 
more cohesive and inclusive

People are better skilled, 
trained	and	ready	for	learning	

and	employment

Our communities are safer

Vulnerable people and 
families are supported

Substance misuse and its 
effects are reduced

Health is improving and 
health	inequalities	are	

reducing

The environment is protected 
and enhanced for all

Public services are improving

For more information, contact:
Strategic Policy, Community Planning 
Greenfield House, Tullibody Road, Alloa, 
FK10 2AD

Tel: 01259 452012 / 450000

Email: communityplanning@clacks.gov.uk

Safe and sound

In another new development in 2008‑09, 
Clackmannanshire was the first area in 

Scotland to introduce the collection of small 
electrical items, such as toasters, kettles, 
hairdryers, calculators and household 
batteries, to the kerbside recycling service. 
Manufacturers of electrical equipment have 
been responsible for the take back of their 
waste electrical products and the blue box is an 
ideal way to recycle these and stop potentially 
hazardous items ending up in landfill. Services 
such as improved recycling tie in with the 
Alliance’s aim to protect and enhance the 
environment in Clackmannanshire.

In October 2008, the Ochil Landscape 
Partnership Scheme moved a step closer 
towards a £650,800 Heritage Lottery Fund 
windfall  when it was earmarked by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund as one of three Scottish 
schemes for an award.  This enabled work to 
begin on the next stage of the project which 
aims to increase access to the hills and wooded 
glens of the Ochils, improve the quality of 
its rivers, restore significant buildings and 
provide opportunities for the community to 
tell the story of the area’s cultural, social and 
industrial heritage.

This represents a fall of over 12% overall with 
violent crimes decreasing by a quarter.

The number of crimes involving indecency ‑ 
including rape and indecent assault ‑ dropped 
by 70%.

Crimes of dishonesty, such as housebreakings 
and thefts from vehicles, went down by 5%.

Malicious mischief incidents, including 
vandalism, dropped by 8%. 

Clackmannanshire is relatively safe, compared 
to other areas. We know, however, that fear of 
crime can be a significant issue and the partners 
will be working together to try make residents 
feel even safer.

In 2008 the Clackmannanshire Community 
Safety Partnership carried out a Safer Streets 
campaign over the festive period. In order 
to tackle alcohol‑related crime, antisocial 
behaviour and disorder, the partnership:

 targeted specific premises and locations

 had high visibility, targeted policing

 set up Safe Night Zones to reduce risks for 
people out at night

 identified persistent offenders and worked 
to reduce their offending

There were also a number of alcohol‑free events 
for young people, including sports activities 
and blue light discos. 

Safety covers other areas as well as crime, 
and the partners are involved in other 

initiatives, including projects on road 
safety.

Central Scotland Road Safety 
Partnership, made up of Central 

Scotland Fire and 
Rescue Service, 
Central Scotland 
Police, Scottish 
A m b u l a n c e 
Service and NHS 
Forth Valley, 
delivered its first 
Safe Drive Stay Alive 
roadshows in 2008. 
The roadshow educates 
4th, 5th and 6th year pupils 
and college students. These age groups are at 
far higher risk of being involved in accidents 
than older more experienced drivers and the 
road show encourages them to drive safely.

In addition, Clackmannanshire’s community 
wardens have been involved in cycle safety 
awareness for young children. The wardens 
work with older children on other road safety 
issues, including mini motos.

We know that feeling safe in Clackmannanshire is your number one priority. We’ve working 
hard together to make our communities safer and last year the number of crimes recorded 

dropped by over 500. 

Did you 
know?

567 adults in the county 
successfully completed 
classes to improve their 

reading and writing 
last year.

This newsletter covers just some of the positive things which the partnership has 
been delivering for Clackmannanshire. If you are interested in reading about the 
Alliance’s work in more detail, a full Annual Report is available on Clacksweb at: 
http://www.clacksweb.org.uk/community/clackmannanshirealliance/

Over 500 fewer 
crimes were 

recorded in the 
county last year 

than the year 
before.
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ACTION Against Flooding

I love commuting
I cycle to work most mornings. It’s my 

favourite part of the day. Living and 

working in Clackmannanshire gives me 

lots of opportunities to enjoy the beautiful 

countryside here and there are loads of 

cycle routes to explore.

Ryan Martin, 27, 

Sports Coach and PE Student

Welcome to Clackmannanshire

www.clacksweb.org.uk/welcome
www.clacksweb.org.uk/welcome

Welcome to Clackmannanshire

I love training
I use the train all the time. It’s quick and easy and the kids go for free. One of the things I love about 

Clackmannanshire is that it’s easy to get about on foot, on my bike or using the train. 

I’m doing my bit for the environment - and setting an example for my kids!

Paula Griffiths, 30, Personal trainer and founder of PGFitness.co.uk

I love clubbing
I go to loads of sports clubs - tennis, 

athletics, rugby and other sports. 

Clackmannanshire has lots to do after 

school and competitions. Clubs help you 

play better and it’s fun too.

Eilidh MacCorquodale, 12

Welcome to Clackmannanshire

www.clacksweb.org.uk/welcome

Crime in Clacks has 
dropped	 significantly	

over the past 12 months.

And police now say the 
chances of becoming a victim 
of crime in Clackmannanshire 
are ‘very low’.

This year’s annual report 
from Central Scotland Police 
shows a 12% reduction 
in recorded crimes across 
Clackmannanshire, compared 
to the previous year.

Crime cut in Clackmannanshire

Clackmannanshire Council has taken decisive action 
to protect areas at risk of flooding and to warn and 

inform residents. Following flooding in Tillicoultry in 2008, 
the mixed leisure route 
was raised to provide an 
additional barrier against 
the River Devon. The route 
was raised by around 1m 
over approximately 200m of 
its length. 

The Council has also 
established an interim SMS 
message warning system 
to send a text message of 
severe weather and flood 
warnings in the Tillicoultry 
area. You sign up to this 
system by contacting:‑

Emergency	Planning	Unit
Lime Tree House
North Castle Street
Alloa			FK10	1EX

Tel:	01259	452537/452546

Email: 
emergencyplanning@clacks.gov.uk

SEPA and the Council are 
hoping to introduce a more 
detailed warning system 
soon. Although further work 
is needed, we are confident 

that a working scheme, 
adopted and operated by 
SEPA, offering bespoke 
flood warnings for identified 
sensitive locations along 
the river Devon, will be put 
in place.

In the meantime, Floodline is 
a public information service 
that can provide you with 
general advice on what to 
do before, during and after 
a flood as well as live flood 
alerts. Floodline is available 
24/7 and can be contacted 
by calling 0845 988 1188 or 
by visiting www.sepa.org.
uk/flooding. 

Flood warning signs have 
been erected around 
the county in positions 
where they can quickly 
be displayed if necessary. 
Please pay attention to 
signs and remember: never 
walk or drive through water 
if you don’t know how deep 
it is. 

Superintendent Andrew 
Price, the area commander 
for Clack‑mannanshire, said 
“The chances of becoming 
a victim of serious violent 
crime are very low. There 
is crime, but when we look 
at the numbers against the 
population it is very small – 
and it is reducing.”

In Clackmannanshire, crimes 
of violence decreased by 25% 
on those recorded for the 
same period last year. 

The figures also show that 
crimes involving indecency, 
including rape and indecent 
assault, are down 70%. 

Crimes of dishonesty, 
such as housebreakings 
and thefts from vehicles, 
dropped five per cent, 
while malicious mischief 
incidents, including 
vandalism, are down 8%. 

Other crimes – which 
include drugs and bail 
offences – fell by 20%.

I love driving
Living in Clackmannanshire means I have time for my hobbies, in fantastic surroundings. I know my 

time is better spent on the golf course than in a traffic jam. Even if it is in the rough!

Robert Docherty, 55, Joiner, Past Captain of Braehead Golf Club www.clacksweb.org.uk/welcome

Welcome to Clackmannanshire

I love working out
I can take my laptop and work outside at one 

of the town centre cafes. I love having the 

freedom to fit my work around my life. 

Moving my business to Clackmannanshire 

was definitely the right decision.

Gayle Conway, 31, 
Founder of BabyMooch.co.uk

Welcome to Clackmannanshire

www.clacksweb.org.uk/welcome



Clockwise from main: Pamela Saunders of Yetts of Muckhart celebrates winning the title ‘Best Overall Garden’. She also won first place 
in the floral garden category in Dollar and Muckhart. Ken Tullis at Castle Campbell which was named Best Biodivsity Garden and Best 
Commercial Garden. Best Newcomer, Lloyd Maitland-Smith of Claremont, Alloa, was also given 3rd place in the floral garden category 
in Alloa and 3rd place in the vegetable garden category. Ann Russell of Hill Street, Alloa, took two top titles - Best Council Tenant’s 
Garden and Best Floral Containers as well as 2nd place in the floral garden category in Alloa. Len Hadlow won Best Allotment for his 
plot in Tillicoultry. Archie Lesslie of Sorley’s Brae, Dollar won Best Vegetable Garden.  Photos by Jan van der Merwe.
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New	Glasswork	for	Clackmannanshire

Blooming Best Gardeners

Beautiful	 and	airy,	 a	 calming	atmosphere	and	 fantastic	views	of	 the	Ochils	
– just some of the comments received about the new Clackmannanshire 

Community	Healthcare	Centre	which	is	now	fully	open.

First to move there was the community 
mental health team for the elderly, the 
community care social work team, and the 
learning disability team. They were followed 
by the adult mental health resource centre, 
patients and staff from  Clackmannan and 
Sauchie Hospitals, and finally the replacement 
Alloa Health Centre, which includes 
three GP practices, community nursing, 
podiatry, dental services, physiotherapy and 
dermatology outreach.

Moving from the former health centre near 
Alloa Town Hall took around three days and 
involved shifting more than 25,000 patient 
files.  

Kathy O’Neill, general manager of 
Clackmannanshire Community Health 
Partnership said: “This is a fantastic new 
development for the people of Clack‑

The	winners	 in	 the	2009	Garden	Competition	were	
presented with their trophies, certificates and prizes 

at	a	reception	held	at	Kilncraigs	on	4th	September.
A total of 84 people entered this year’s competition with strong 
entries in the Newcomer and Floral categories. There is also a 
welcome increased interest in the Allotment and Biodiversity 
categories.

Congratulations go to everyone to entered the event, which 
is in its 34th year. The regular judges were joined this year 
by Mike Joyce from Falkirk Council along with Provost Derek 
Stewart. They selected Pamela Saunders of Yetts O’Muckhart as 
the overall winner.

Mike was very impressed with the overall standard of the 
gardens he visited and declared himself “amazed” at the variety 
and quality on show. He also praised the imaginative design 
he saw.

He described the overall winner’s garden at Toll Keepers 
Cottage as “a sheer delight of a garden”. Haldis Scott’s garden at 
Gean House came second. Mike praised the way she has “subtly 
incorporated antiquities into the garden.” He described Evelyn 
Dimmer’s garden in Kennet, which took third place, as “a real 
gardener’s garden.”

The full results and a gallery of photos of the winning gardens 
are available on ClacksWeb.

Healthy	Outlook	for	Clackmannanshire
mannanshire. The new Clackmannanshire 
Community Healthcare Centre is a very 
important project and should be seen as 
part of the integrated healthcare strategy to 
bring care closer to people’s homes. I am sure 
it will provide the very best clinical care and 
is the culmination of excellent joint working 
between ourselves and Clackmannanshire 
Council.”

A few weeks before the new complex 
opened, visitors including MPs, MSPs,  
Clackmannanshire councillors, NHS Forth 
Valley Board members, voluntary sector 
organisations and patient groups, were 
given a preview of the premises. They spent 
around an hour being shown around the 
£20 million pound healthcare campus. 
Tours were also arranged for members of 
the public – once again the response was 
fantastic.

Artist Elin Isaksson has been commissioned 
by NHS Forth Valley and Clackmannanshire 

Council to create a piece of public art to sit in 
the grounds of the new Clackmannanshire 
Community Healthcare Centre.

Elin, who has 10 years’ experience working 
with blown and cast glass, will create three 
blown and sand cast sculptural glass pieces 
which will be installed in the three internal 
courtyards within the healthcare centre.

General Manager of Clackmannanshire 
Community Health Partnership Kathy O’Neill 
said: “The word Alloa derives from the Celtic 
ath‑luath which means a swift ford or running 
water. The organic water element really fits in 
with the location of the Clackmannanshire 
Community Healthcare Centre, reflecting the 

peaceful atmosphere of its gardens against a 
backdrop of the Ochil hills.”  

Kathleen O’Neill, the Council’s Cultural 
Planner, said: “The standard of applicants 
for this commission was extremely high 
we were fortunate to attract such a level 
of interest from across Scotland’s artistic 
community. We are proud to welcome Elin 
to the growing community of glass artists 
in Clackmannanshire and I look forward 
to seeing the sculptures in place in the 
healthcare centre.”

Based in Alloa, Elin Isaksson Glass delivers 
contemporary and unique handcrafted glass 
for decoration and architecture. Previous 
commissions include trophies for Edinburgh 
University’s prestigious Chancellor’s Award, 

architectural glass and light for the new 
Cornhill MacMillan centre in Perth, and 
exhibit pieces for the National Museum of 
Scotland. 

Elin’s sculptures for new health centre will 
be called “Uisce” (water) and will include 
installations; ‘Water Ponds’, ‘Water drops’ and 
‘Water Lilies’.

Said Elin: “I am striving to add beautiful 
organic shapes of glass in contrast to the 
very modern building, something people 
can relate to, discuss and admire. I like to 
create an inviting, relaxing and beautiful 
environment which fits within the building. 
I’m using simple shapes with an element 
of movement in all the glass pieces which I 
often use when making my glass.”
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Your views on

Get In 
touCh

Ludgate House 
Praised in Prague
Clackmannanshire has some of 

the best care for older people 
in Europe, according to top social 
workers.

Ludgate House Resource Centre in 
Alloa provides a range of services for 
older people including respite care, 
day care, home care and the MECS 
community alarm service.

But the rehabilitation programme was 
singled out to feature in a DVD which 
was shown to professionals attending 
the 17th European Social Services 
Conference which was held in Prague 
earlier this year.

Linda Melville, Service Manager 
Older People Care Service, said of the 
rehabilitation programme: “The service 
has a very good success rate, reducing 
the length of time people can be in 
hospital, while helping to improve 
individuals’ levels of independence.”

This programme is an example of a 
successful joint service between the 
Council and the NHS which helps 
elderly people to stay at home, leading 
full and independent lives for as long 
as possible.

The rehabilitation at home programme 
is delivered by specially trained home 
care workers who work with the 
community occupational therapists 

and community physiotherapists. A 
programme of exercises is agreed when the 
patient is discharged from hospital and is 
delivered by the home care support worker 
in the client’s own home.

Service user Mrs Alice Coulter who was 
discharged from Stirling Royal Infirmary 
after breaking her arm in a fall, said: “It’s a 
brilliant service. I was delighted when the 
hospital offered this service to me. It has 
benefitted me tremendously and helped 
me get my confidence back. I’ve got back 
on the bus and do my own thing again 
which I’m delighted about. The service has 
been brilliant to me.”

Clackmannanshire has become a showground for the 
works of public artist Andy Scott. 

The internationally renowned artist’s fifth and largest 
commission, called ‘This Journey’s End’ has been installed on 
Mary Wood roundabout, on the outskirts of Clackmannan.

The sculpture, in Andy’s distinctive metalwork, depicts 
a couple holding hands across a gap, and celebrates 

the opening of the Clackmannanshire Bridge. The 
sculpture design hints at the concept of crossing 

and meeting and incorporates numerous symbols 
and metaphors for the area.

Andy Scott’s Menstrie sculpture was the fourth to be 
commissioned by the Council. Nicknamed ‘Fox Boy’ 
the sculpture features a boy with a fox’s head sitting 
on a water wheel. 

The design developed from the first proposals after 
community consultation and he become a hybrid 
creature, symbolising the wildlife and youth of 
the area. The sculpture incorporates local school 
children’s designs and is the centrepiece of the 
village’s Midtown gardens.

The stunning River Spirit at Collylands and Air Spirit at Muirside are enjoyed 
by hundreds of drivers every day. Andy’s third commission I Can See for 
Miles is in Alloa’s civic square and is seen by the thousands of commuters 
using the train.

As well as the Heavy Horse, which sits at the side of the M8 between 
Glasgow and Edinburgh, Andy Scott has also created sculptures in Australia 
and Spain and is currently working on The Kelpies. This pair of giant horses 
heads will function as a boat lift on the Forth and Clyde Canal at Falkirk. 
Clackmannanshire can boast the highest concentration of works by Andy 
Scott anywhere in the world. In	the	last	issue	of	View,	we	asked	for	your	opinion	so	that	we	can	include	more	

of	what	you	want	to	see	in	Clackmannanshire	View.	

We also gave you the chance to win tickets and a goodie bag for the ScotFest food festival in 
Alva. Laura Brown was the lucky winner and she said, “I really enjoy reading Clackmannanshire 
View. It’s a great away to find out what’s going on in the community.”

What we’ll do
As a result of the survey, we’ll continue to 
produce View four times a year and deliver it to 
your homes. We’ll continue to tell you about how 
to access Council services and to report on how 
we’re doing ‑ and what we’re doing to improve.  
We also want feature local people who have used 
our services or worked with us in partnership ‑ 
so get in touch if you’ve got a story you want to 
tell!

We’re planning an article on Community Wardens 
for the next issue. Because View has a long lead 
in time ‑ it takes a while to print and deliver ‑ it’s 
not possible to give up to date information on 
road works. Instead, we post information on 
forthcoming road works on ClacksWeb. Major 
works are also included in the weekly Council 
noticeboard in the Alloa Advertiser. 

We’d love to include more photos showing 
Clackmannanshire at its best, so go to ClacksWeb 
to enter our online photo competition. We’re 
looking for budding photographers to send us 
their snaps of the county ‑ you could win £100 
and have your photo featured online and in the 
next issue of View!

Clackmannanshire	 View	 is	 your	 newspaper	
and	 we’d	 like	 to	 hear	 your	 views.	 If	 you	 have	
any	 comments	 please	 call	 01259	 452023, 
email press@clacks.gov.uk or write to Editor, 
Clackmannanshire	 View,	 Communications	 Unit,	
Greenfield	House,	Alloa,	FK10	2AD.

What you said
Almost everyone who replied to the survey 
said that four times a year was ‘about right’ 
for the frequency of View. The paper also 
scored highly for content, averaging 4.4 
out of 5 for interesting content and 4.3 out 
of 5 as a way of finding out about Council 
services. 

When asked what you wanted to see more 
of in View, events listings and information 
on Council services came out top, with 
stories about local people and photos not 
far behind. 

What you said you wanted to see in View:
Some comments included:

‘I really enjoyed reading it.”

“More factual information re 
Community and Estate Wardens 
remit and success.”

“Updates on road repairs please.” 

“All very interesting.”

Andy gives back 
to the community
Andy	Scott’s	links	with	Clackmannanshire	go	beyond	what	the	
eye	can	see.	

During	a	five	year	period	of	working	with	the	Council	on	public	
art	commissions	Andy	has	also	met	many	local	groups	and	taken	
part	in	adult	and	youth	teaching	sessions.

Now, as a reflection of his valued relationship with the area, 
Andy	 is	 planning	 to	 create	 souvenirs	 of	 his	 much-loved	
Clackmannanshire sculptures. These souvenirs will be available 
during the Imagine Alloa project with all profits being donated 
to	other	local	arts	projects.	Andy	is	a	public	artist	who	is	keen	to	
give	back	to	the	community	that	has	supported	the	development	
of his own work.

Andy	is	keen	to	maintain	his	relationship	with	Clackmannanshire	
during the Imagine Alloa project and while he will not be 
creating	any	more	 large	 scale	 artwork	 for	 the	area,	he	will	 be	
encouraging residents to get involved in the project. He will be 
taking part in some of the public information sessions. Check out 
www.clacksweb.org.uk to find out more about these events.
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Introducing

Council’s	gas	safety 
is saving lives
Clackmannanshire	Council	has	one	of	the	best	gas	safety	

records	in	the	UK	-	and	we	want	to	keep	it	that	way.	

Across Britain, there are 50 deaths each year from carbon 
monoxide poisoning and over 200 injuries, often due to faulty 
gas appliances. In March this year, two teenagers in Wales died 
after sleeping in a summerhouse with an old gas heater on.

But even working appliances can be dangerous if ventilation 
is blocked. Ceiling fans can lead to fumes, including carbon 
monoxide, being drawn into a room rather than being expelled 
safely through the flue to the outside.

If you’re a Council tenant, we will carry out yearly gas safety 
checks in your home. If we find that fumes are being drawn into 
a room by a ceiling fan we will disconnect the gas appliance 
until you can get rid of the fan. Help us to stay safe by getting 
professional advice before installing a fan. 

have your say on 
Council housing
Are	you	a	Council	or	housing	association	tenant?	

Is	something	bugging	you?	

Would	you	like	to	speak	to	your	landlords	about	it?

CASH BOOST FOR COMMUNITY SAFETY

Act Against Harm

Beat the credit 
crunch by investing 
where it matters
If money’s tight, it can be tempting to overlook repairs and 

maintenance to your property. But cash invested now can 
save spending more if a problem gets worse ‑ and it means 
your home will keep its value.

Top	5	tips	for	making	your	property	pay

Tenants’ views have helped the Council to decide not to 
hand over control of housing to another body, because 

you said you didn’t want to change landlord. Tenants have 
helped to agree the standard our houses have to be kept in. 
And your input on our repairs service has shown that you want 
an appointment system: an improvement that will soon be in 
place.

Clackmannanshire Council and the local housing associations 
are committed to listening and acting on tenants views. We offer 
£500 for local tenant groups as well as help with paperwork 
and publicity. And we take real action.

How	can	you	get	involved?

You can join your local tenant group, or set up a new group 
if there isn’t one in your area. We can arrange for you to visit 
another group to find out how it works. But we also want to 
speak to people one‑to‑one and we’re looking for your ideas 
on how to do this.

If you are interested in getting involved, giving your views or 
would like a copy of the current Tenant Participation Strategy 
then please contact Charlene Allan or Michelle Flynn on 01259 
450000 or email housing@clacks.gov.uk

Housing	Managers	
Go	Walkabout
To help promote a clean, safe and secure environment 

within	the	local	authority’s	housing,	Council	officers	
now	carry	out	regular	patrols	and	inspections.

The housing managers 
join estate wardens on 
these inspections and 
are often accompanied 
by local councillors, 
community police officers 
and representatives from 
community or resident 
groups.

Our Council housing areas 
have been divided into 
36 sections for estate 
inspection routes and a 
map showing each route is 
sent to the people who will 
take part in each patrol.

While on patrol, housing 
managers look out for any 
environmental problems 
such as neglected gardens, 
broken fences or litter. All 
findings are recorded and 
reported for action and 
progress on the issues is 

reported back to those 
who attended the patrols, 
including the community 
representatives.

These inspections have 
proved very popular with 
feedback from tenants and 
elected members being 
very positive.  

One resident who took 
part in an estate inspection 
said: “I found it most 
refreshing to find someone 
so knowledgeable about 
the area. It shows someone 
who actually cares about 
our village and is willing 
to do something about it. 
Most satisfactory.”

For further information 
about these inspections 
call 01259 450000 or email 
housing@clacks.go.uk.

•	 Check	roofs	for	loose	tiles	
and clear leaves from 
gutters regularly ‑ small 
jobs like this can stop a 
major leak developing.

•	 Investing	in	insulation	or	
energy saving measures 
will boost the value of your 
home.

•	 If	your	home	shares	a	roof,	
stairwell or close with 
others, talk to them about 
how to organise regular 
repairs.

•	 Concentrate	on	
maintenance over 
decorating. Putting your 
cash into repairs will pay 
off in the long run more 
than new wallpaper or 
cushions.

•	 Clackmannanshire	
Council can offer advice 
on home maintenance: 
make use of our expertise 
by calling the Private 
Sector Housing Team on 
01259 450000 or email 
privatehousingteam@
clacks.gov.uk.

A new system called the 
Scheme of Assistance start 
in April 2010. Through this 
Scheme the Council will 
provide advice such as how 
to employ a contractor, 
helping you know exactly 
what work is required and 
how to identify the areas 
of your home which should 
be maintained on a regular 
basis. While we can’t help 
with costs, we can offer 
advice on budgeting.

Get a free booklet on house maintenance by calling the 
Council’s Private Sector Housing Team on 012459 450000 or 
emailing privatehousingteam@clacks.gov.uk

Most people are familiar 
with the idea of child 

protection and would act 
to safeguard a child from 
physical,	emotional	or	sexual	
abuse or neglect.

A new national publicity 
campaign this autumn will 
tackle the less familiar issue 
of protecting adults at risk 
from harm.

The ‘Act Against Harm’ 
campaign will highlight the 
Adult Support and Protection 
(Scotland) Act 2007 which was 
implemented to help identify 
‘adults at risk’, to provide 
support to them when they 
need it, and to provide the 
means to protect them from 
harm.

Clackmannanshire Council 
in partnership with Forth 
Valley Health Board, Central 
Scotland Police and the 
private and voluntary sector 
is committed to ensuring 
that adults at risk from harm 
in Clackmannanshire are 
protected.

Adults may be at risk of harm 
because of:

•	 mental	illness

•	 old	age

•	 frailty	or	physical	
weakness

•	 a	physical	or	learning	
disability

•	 visual	or	hearing	
impairment.

Harm can be physical, 
physiological, financial, sexual 
or caused by neglect and can 
happen anywhere, including 
in the person’s own home.

It is everyone’s responsibility 
to ensure that people who are 
unable to protect themselves 
are not being harmed. If 
you are concerned about 
an adult’s welfare or safety 
please report your concerns 
to the Council’s adult care 
team on 727010. You can 
also report any concerns to 
a home care worker,  nurse, 
doctor or police officer. 

Klacksun is the Clackmannanshire service users 
network. The network spans across all statutory 
mental health services, voluntary organisations and 
groups in Clackmannanshire and is supported by 
Clackmannanshire Integrated Mental Health Service. 

The role of the network is to inform and represent 
people who use mental health services, to highlight 
issues which concern people who use mental health 
services and to respond to requests for comment on 
mental health issues from a service users’ perspective.

Klacksun is based at Carsebridge House and can be 
contacted on 01259  215048.

Grants of up to £500 
are now available 

in Clackmannanshire to 
fund schemes which will 
create safer, stronger 
communities.

The cash has been 
made available by 
Clackmannanshire Alliance 
through the Community 
Safety Partnership to 
encourage individuals 
and communities to come 
together to put in place 
small‑scale improvements 
which will boost community 
safety.

This is the first time 
small grants have 
been made available 
through the Community 

Safety Partnership and 
partners are keen that all 
Clackmannanshire comm‑
unities benefit from this fund. 
They’re asking for suggestions 
from groups and individuals.

Clackmannanshire Council’s 
Community Wardens are one 
of the partners promoting 
this new grant. They will work 
along with community police 
officers and others to help 
successful applicants to get 
their schemes going.

The money is available 
to formal and informal 
community groups as well 
as individuals who can 
demonstrate that they have 
community support for their 
scheme. The Community 

Safety Partnership hopes this 
will result in you suggesting a 
wide range of ideas. 

The type of projects which 
are eligible for funding 
include community‑led 
initiatives aimed at reducing 
crime, reducing anti‑social 
behaviour, reducing the 
fear of crime or improving 
the general safety of our 
communities. 

There will be two rounds of 
funding for projects, which 
must be completed by 
the end of March 2010. 
The first deadline for 
applications is Friday 23 
October 2009. For more 
information about the 
scheme and application 

guidelines contact the 
Community Wardens on 
01259 723657, or email cat@
clacks.gov.uk. Application 
guidelines are available 
on ClacksWeb where you 
can also download an 

application form.

Cash for Safer 
Communities

Could your community benefit from the Community Safety Fund? 

Clackmannanshire’s Community Safety Partnership is offering grants 

of up to £500 to make your neighbourhood safer.

We want to hear from you if you have an idea which will help to 

reduce crime and anti-social behaviour and improve safety in your 

community.
This could be a scheme to tackle graffiti, litter and vandalism; 

an educational programme to relation to drugs and alcohol or 

a community celebration with a community safety theme.
We want to hear 

your ideasMore information about who can apply is 

available on ClacksWeb or you can call the 

Community Wardens on 01259 723657 

to find out more.The first of two rounds of applications closes 

on 23rd October 2009 and your project 

must be completed by March 2010.

www.clacksweb.org.uk



Continental	Market	
15th	-	17th	October
Alloa Town Centre
A continental market 
will be held in Alloa 
Town Centre in 
October for the first 
time. European traders 
selling authentic, quality 
produce from their respective 
countries will be in the 
town centre for three days. 
Products on offer will include 
French and Swiss cheeses, 
Italian parma ham, pasta and 
olive oil, German bratwurst 
sausages, Belgian chocolate, 
French crepes and croissants, 
Greek olives and Spanish paella. Non‑food crafts 
on sale will include Romanian glass, porcelain from 
Limoges and Parisian designer accessories.

The Wedding Show
Sunday	18th	October

Alloa Town Hall

1pm	-	4pm

Admission: Free
Over 200 marriages a year take place in 
Clackmannanshire and the Council’s Leisure Team 
has brought together a range of companies and 
industry professionals to help make every couple’s 
day complete. Over 20 local businesses including 
photographers, florists, caterers, wedding dress 
suppliers, outfit hire and stationery suppliers will 
be there. There will also be a catwalk bridal fashion 
show at 2.30pm by the Bridal Studio, Dollar.
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Doyouknowhowto take
actionduringa flood?

It’s your responsibility to protect your property from
flooding but help is available.

Floodline is Scotland’s national flooding information
service, providing advice and guidance on flooding
issues as well as publishing live flood alerts.

0845 988 1188*

or visit www.sepa.org.uk/flooding
*BT calls cost 2p/min plus 7p set-up fee from your home. Other providers andmobilesmay vary.

Be	Safe	This 
Bonfire	Night
Last	 Bonfire	 Night	 there	 were	 over	 130	 calls	 to	 Central	

Scotland	Fire	and	Rescue	in	Clackmannanshire	-	over	ten	
times the number of calls on an average night. So remember, 
remember	to	stay	safe	this	November.	

Alloa Fire Station Manager Gregor 
Dobbie said, “We recommend 
people go to an organised fireworks 
display, where it’s not only safe 
but you often get much better 
fireworks, too! But if you do want to 
hold your own display, be careful. 
Light fireworks at arms length and 
never go back to them once they’re 
lit ‑ they could explode at any time. 
Sparklers are still hot after they 
go out so keep a bucket of water 
handy to put them in and never 
give a sparkler to children under 
five.”

There are tips for building bonfires, 
too:

•	 Build	 your	 bonfire	well	 clear	 of	
buildings, garden sheds, fences 
and hedges 

•	 Never	 use	 flammable	 liquids	 to	
start a bonfire and never burn 
dangerous items such as aerosol 
cans, paint tins, foam furniture 
or batteries

•	 Don’t	leave	bonfires	unattended.	
An adult should supervise it until 
it has burnt out. If it has to be 
left, damp it down with plenty 
of water

“Most people are sensible and 
stay safe,” says Gregor. “But while 
some behaviour ‑ such as throwing 
fireworks or putting them in your 
pocket ‑ is obviously dangerous, 
remember also that you should 
never drink alcohol before setting 
off fireworks. Only buy fireworks 
marked with the British Standard 
Kitemark BS7114, keep them in a 
closed box and always follow the 
instructions.”

Fireworks and the law 

It is an offence for anyone under 
the age of 18 to possess fireworks 
in public places.

It is also illegal to set off fireworks 
between 11pm and 7am. On 
5th November your display can 
continue until midnight. 

Find out more at 
www.centralscotlandfire.gov.uk

St	Andrews	Day	Event
Saturday	28th	November

Alloa Town Hall evening

Outdoors dance performance 
plus world record attempt at 
the largest outdoor Virgina reel plus ceilidh in the 
town hall.

Christmas Lights 
Switch On
Saturday	28th	November

Alloa Town Centre 1‑5pm

The festive season kicks off with 
Alloa’s Christmas Lights Switch 
On. The fun starts at 1.30pm 
and children can come along from 2pm to meet Santa 
who will be at the stage area at the top of the High 
Street. The first 100 children to visit will receive a free 
present. The Salvation Army Band will be performing 
during the morning also in the High Street.The fun fair 
will be in Candleriggs Car Park from 11am‑6pm with 
Provost Derek Stewart switching on the Christmas 
lights at 4.30pm.

Festive Crafts Fair
Sunday	29th	November

Arts and Craft Classes
The autumn season of arts 
and crafts classes begins from October. Back by 
demand, there will be a range of workshops led by 
professional artists. Courses include painting and 
drawing, mosaics for inside and out, simple glass 
techniques, wood work and pottery. These are based 
at the Aberdona Gallery for Artisans at weekends and 
evenings throughout the autumn and into the winter. 
All classes are for adults. For more information, costs 
and to register interest please see ClacksWeb.


