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Older people using Ludgate House 
Resource Centre in Alloa have a 
beautiful new garden to enjoy.

The project to create the garden 
has brought together service users, 
carers, staff and members of the local 
community and business community 
in a highly participative way.

The idea to create a garden was 
instigated by service user Nancy 
O’Farrell. She wrote to John Marshall 
of local firm Marshall Construction 
to ask for help with materials to 
create the new outdoor space, after 
improving the garden for service users 
was discussed in service user forums. 
Mr Marshall generously donated four 
tons of gravel to the project which kick 
started the work.

Then, under the supervision of Council 
officers, offenders who have been 
required to undertake a community 
payback order by the Court, 
undertook many hours of unpaid work 
in the garden. They initially cleared 
all the overgrown bushes and weeds, 
pressure washed the slabs, painted 
the garden furniture and got the areas 
ready for planting. 

Housing, Health and Care Convenor, 
Councillor Les Sharp, said: “Ludgate 
House Resource Centre now has a 
lovely garden that service users can 
enjoy. It has been designed to be safe 
for service users to walk around in on 
their own and I’m sure will be enjoyed 
by service users for years to come.”

The garden includes a sensory garden 
area which features plants with an 
aroma such as lavender, mint, sage, 
rosemary and stock; plants that have a 
special feel to them such as lambs lugs; 
and plants that make a sound such a 
variety of grasses, in order that it can 
be appreciated by service users with 
sensory impairments.

New Garden at Ludgate



Events 
Two consultation events to provide 
information to the public on the Local 
Development Plan and other documents 
which have been published take place this 
month: on Wednesday 27th November 
in Alloa Town Hall between 3pm-8pm 
and in Devonvale Hall, Tillicoultry on 
Saturday 30th November 2013 between 
10am-1pm. 

Also present at these events will be a 
number of other local, voluntary and 
environmental groups with interests in 
Clackmannanshire, who will be providing 
information on their projects and activities 
and answering any questions.
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Did you know?

We perform above the 
Scottish average for women 

among the highest paid Council 
employees. 54.8% of the top 
5% of earners are women. We 

always aim to ensure the best 
candidate is recruited to 

any post.

Growing lessons

Local Development Plans set out a clear, 
concise, long-term vision for the future 
development of an area and provide 
relevant and up to date policy guidance.

A Proposed Local Development Plan (LDP) 
for Clackmannanshire was approved 
by Council in October. It has now been 
published and the 8 week period for 
representations is ongoing. The Proposed 
LDP will guide the future use and 
development of land in the area for the 
next 20 years, and requires to be reviewed 
at least every 5 years.

The Proposed LDP follows on from 
consultation on a Main Issues Report (MIR) 
in early 2011. This was the first major step 
in the LDP process and the first stage of 
public involvement in its preparation, 
when the public, statutory consultees, key 
agencies, local communities, developers, 
landowners, businesses and elected 
members had the greatest opportunity to 
be involved and influence the preparation 
and content of the Proposed LDP.

An Open Space Audit and Strategy has also 
been developed in order to provide a co-
ordinated, strategic and long term approach 
to the provision and management of high 
quality, accessible open spaces and this 
is being consulted on at the same time as 
the Proposed LDP. Comments received will 
be considered in preparing the finalised 
Strategy which will be reported back to 
Council for final approval.

During the representations period, 
comments can be made on any 
aspect of the Proposed LDP and Open 

All change as registration 
campaign begins

St Mungo’s Primary School pupils are busy in their new look garden 
which was recently re-opened. Taylor Wimpey generously donated 
eight tonnes of topsoil to the school, along with £250 of gardening 
vouchers. The children are helping to choose new plants and flowers 
for the garden, which they will be looking after in the years ahead.  

We Want Your Views on 
the Local Development Plan

With 16 year olds eligible to vote in the Scottish 
Independence Referendum in September 2014, two 
voter registration forms are being posted to every 
address in Clackmannanshire in late November. 

Full guidance on how to fill out the forms will be 
provided.  As this is the last annual registration 
canvass before the European Parliament election in 
May 2014 and the referendum in September 2014, it 
is essential that electors respond promptly to ensure 
that they are included in the Electoral Register to be 
published on 10 March 2014. 

Not being registered will prevent you from voting 
at any referendum or election and could also affect 
your credit rating.

More information on registering to vote is on the registration form and is available at 
the frequently asked questions (FAQs) on www.saa.gov.uk/central or on request by 
contacting the Electoral Registration Office by phone on 01786 892289 or by email to  
clackmannanshire@centralscotland-vjb.gov.uk 

Space Strategy, as well as the 
associated documents. Copies of all of the 
documents can be viewed and downloaded 
from ClacksWeb, the Council’s website, and 
have been placed in local libraries and at 
the main Council offices. Events to promote 
the Proposed LDP will also be run during 
the representation period.

After the 8 week period for representations, 
the Council will take a view on each 
representation and prepare a response.

Setting the 
2014/15 
budget

Clackmannanshire Council is facing some 
extremely difficult and challenging decisions 
in the lead up to setting the 2014/15 budget.

We are facing significant pressures to reduce 
our costs due to decreased funding from 
central government, at a time when there is 
also increasing demand for Council services 
from our communities.

We’ve already saved £14million over the past 
three years and we need to save a further 
£25million over the next five years.

Council Leader Gary Womersley said: “This 
position presents an unprecedented level 

of challenge.

“There is no doubt that the budget 
setting process for 2014/15 will be 
extremely challenging. The Council 
is facing some extremely difficult 
decisions and it is clear that there 

is much work to be undertaken to 
realise the level of savings required.

“In the run up to setting the budget, this 
Administration remains committed to its 
principles of transparency and openness.”
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Making Clackmannanshire Better

Better ServicesBetter OpportunitiesBetter Communities

Over the next few years, the gap between what we spend 
and the funding we receive is set to increase significantly.

In order to shape our decision 
making, we have been gathering 
local people’s views on some of 
the potential choices that face the 
Council throughout the month of 
November via an online survey 
and public events. A leaflet has 
also been published which gives 
background information on the 
‘thinking’  that will help councillors 
shape the next Council budget, and 
start to meet the challenges ahead.

16 It’s your vote,
 don’t lose it
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Complete the registration form coming through your door. 
Go to aboutmyvote.co.uk for more information.

If you’re 16 or over on 18 September 2014  
you can register to vote in the  

Scottish Independence Referendum.

Faced with considerable challenges over the 
next five years, the Council has a combination 
of four main choices available to achieve the 
level of savings required; it can:

 STOP stop some or all services that are not 
mandatory by law;

 REDUCE reduce service delivery to the 
national average standard; prioritise 
services for those most in need;

 CHARGE introduce charges or decrease 
subsidies to help pay for some services. 
This may be needs assessed or applied 
universally;

 CHANGE look at radically different service 
models which will see the way the service 
is delivered change significantly.

All of these have advantages and 
disadvantages; there is no ideal solution. It is 
likely however, that some combination of the 
above will be required to enable the levels of 
savings required.
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Did you know?

In 2011/12, we were ranked 

2nd out of the 32 Scottish Councils 

for Council houses that are energy 

efficient (part of the Scottish Housing 

Quality Standard).  99.5% of our housing 

stock was classed as energy efficient in 

2011/12, significantly above the Scottish 

average of 81.2%, and in 2012/13 we 

improved further to 100%.

All change at 
Speirs Centre
Work is continuing on the £3.129m 
refurbishment of the Speirs Centre in 
Alloa town centre to provide a range 
of public services including a new 
modern library, a local and family 
history service, including online access 
to Scotlands People records, cemetery 
records and other genealogy resources.

A customer service point will also 
be located there for enquiries, 
information, payments and bookings.

The redevelopment got underway in 
June, and is expected to be competed 
in the summer of 2014.

Clackmannanshire Council is reiterating its 
support to working with and supporting 
former and serving Armed Forces personnel 
through the development of a new 
online information portal on its website, 
ClacksWeb.

Provost Tina Murphy is the Council’s Armed 
Forces Champion. She said: “I am the 
Council’s lead representative for the Armed 
Forces and carry out my role with passion 
and pride. 

“Whether you are currently serving or have 
left the Armed Forces you may need advice 
on issues including health, education, 
housing, training and jobs. As a Council we 
know that your families and carers may also 
need support. 

“The Council, along with its community 
planning partners, signed the Community 
Covenant in September 2012, ensuring the 
Armed Forces and their families receive 
appropriate treatment in recognition of the 
role they play in the defence of civilians.”

The Council and our partners already enjoy 
a strong and important relationship with 
serving members and veterans of the Armed 
Forces and have held a number of activities 
to show local support.

The Freedom of Clackmannanshire was 
granted to the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders in 2006. The Council plays a key 
role in marking the annual Armed Forces Day 
locally, and helps to organise homecoming 
parades and Remembrance Sunday services.

A community covenant partnership group 
has now been established which meets 
quarterly. The group is chaired by Provost 
Murphy and the membership includes 
representatives from the Council, NHS Forth 
Valley, Jobcentre Plus, Forth Valley College, 
Police Scotland, Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service, the Armed Services Advice Project, 
Royal British Legion, SSAFA and the Scottish 
Transport Regiment.

As well as looking to improve local services for 
current and former armed services personnel 
and their families, the group also consider 
proposals for applications to the Armed 
Forces Community Covenant grant scheme. 
Administered by the MOD, the scheme, with 
funding of £30m over four years throughout 
Scotland, aims to support the process of 
community integration. It will fund activities 
which improve understanding, well-being, 
infrastructure and promote self-help, 
directed primarily at Local Authorities, Health 
Boards, charities and voluntary groups. A 

Clyde visits Clackmannanshire
Clyde, the Official Commonwealth 
Games Mascot, recently visited 
Clackmannanshire, alongside two 
of Scotland’s top Commonwealth 
athletes. 

Double Gold medal-winning 
swimmer David Carry and Melbourne 
2006 Commonwealth Games 
bronze medalist, Susan Egelstaff, 
accompanied Clyde. During the visit, 
the athletes engaged with young 
children from Alva Primary School, 
giving them an insight into the world-
class event coming to Glasgow next 
summer. 

The schoolchildren were introduced 
to the 17 sports of the Commonwealth 
Games by Clyde, as well as being 
given a personal insight from both 
David and Susan into what it takes 
to become a sporting champion 
and what it means to compete for 
Scotland at a Commonwealth Games. 

For more information on Glasgow 
2014 visit www.Glasgow2014.com

Council reiterates 
support for 
Armed Forces

number of local applications have already 
been submitted, including a community 
garden and another aimed at improving 
community transport for veterans.

The ClacksWeb portal page brings together 
in one place, useful information, advice 
and support services available, both locally 
within Clackmannanshire and nationally. 
The page will be built on and developed 
over time.

Provost Murphy added: “Serving members 
and veterans make a significant contribution 
to our communities, and this new online 
portal aims to make it easier for them and 
their families to access help and support 
in the local community. I look forward 
to continued liaison with the Army and 
relevant local groups, reviewing areas of 
improvement which would further support 
the Council’s relationship with the armed 
forces.”

Colonel Alan Tapp, SSAFA branch secretary, 
said: “SSAFA wholeheartedly supports this 
Council initiative which assists us in our 
objective of giving lifelong support to our 
armed forces and their families.”

The page is available at: 
www.clacksweb.org.uk/community/
adviceandsupportforarmedforces/



 
Did you know?

We consistently perform 
above the Scottish average for 

repairs. Though there was a slight 
decline in housing repairs completed 
within target times in 2012/13, these were 
in the ‘weekly’ and ‘4 week’ categories, 
and we are now completing over 

99.7% of ‘emergency’ and ‘urgent’ 
repairs within target times.

Page  4

Clackmannanshire VIEW Autumn 2013

Please look after your home! 

Reporting 
our Annual 
Performance
2012/13 has been an eventful year for the 
Council’s Housing Service. During this time we 
have:

 Implemented a Common Housing Register 

 Reviewed and updated our allocations 
policy

 Delivered the new Clackmannanshire 
Housing Strategy 

 Devised an approach to measure ourselves 
against the Scottish Social Housing Charter

 Reviewed the Housing Revenue Account 
Financial Business Plan 

The Housing Service is committed to 
providing best value for tenants and the 
wider community. We want to share with our 
customers and partners how well we are doing 
in meeting our key performance measures 
and standards. Some highlights include:

 Satisfaction of new tenants improved from 
99.11% in 11/12 to 99.67% in 12/13 - this 
means that during 2012/13, satisfaction 
improved with the application process, sign 
up meeting and lettable standard.

 We continue to be amongst the top 
performers in Scotland for minimising void 
rent loss. 

 94% of tenants surveyed rate the overall 
repairs service as excellent, very good or 
good.

 93% of our properties meet the Scottish 
Housing Quality Standard.

 The Scottish Government set a target that 
all councils across Scotland will have to 
provide settled accommodation to anyone 
who is unintentionally homeless. Previously 
that right only applied to certain groups 
identified as being in priority need, such 
as families with dependent children. The 
target date to achieve this was 31 December 
2012.  From September 2012 no households 
have been assessed as non priority in 
Clackmannanshire.

During the year 2013/14, priorities for housing 
are:

 Working together better to provide 
excellent services at reduced cost

 Making our “Housing Options” service 
recognised as an example of best practice in 
the sector 

 Ensuring our residents have access to a 
good range of support and advice services

 Providing high quality homes that we are 
proud of

 Making our communities safer, and more 
inclusive.   

More information can be found on the 
Housing pages of ClacksWeb. 

Don’t let it be 
you this winter 
Last winter many tenants suffered damage 
to their homes and possessions through 
incidents such as burst pipes. In many cases 
the tenants were not insured and some only 
realised this after the damage was done. 

The Council promotes a preferential rate 
for tenants’ insurance Pay As You Go 
home scheme that covers your personal 
possessions. Standard cover  starts from only 
71p  per week for over 60s, the same price as 
a bag of crisps, and for those under 60 from 
only 96p per week.  

Application forms are available in all the 
Council’s CAP offices, by calling 01259 450000 
or from ClacksWeb.

Congratulations to our prize draw winner 
Mrs Ann Lambert of Alloa who won our spot 
the difference tenants competition.

Clackmannanshire 
Tenants & Residents 
Federation (CTRF) 
The Federation was set up in 
1994 to promote the rights of 
individual  tenants, residents and 
tenants and residents groups 
in Clackmannanshire in the 
maintenance and improvement 
of their housing conditions and 
communities.  

It achieves this by:

 encouraging and assisting with 
the development of tenants 
and residents associations in 
Clackmannanshire

 co-operating with statutory 
and voluntary organisations on 
matters of common concern and 
benefit to the members of the 
Federation

 encouraging active dialogue 
and participation in issues 
of community interest, spirit 
and enterprise, throughout 
Clackmannanshire, that are 
relevant to Federation members

 upholding equal opportunities 
and working towards good 
relations among all members 
of the community, specifically 
prohibiting any conduct which 
discriminates or harasses on 
the grounds of race, religion, 
disability, political beliefs, sex or 
sexual orientation. 

Membership of the Federation is 
open to all tenants and residents, 
residents associations, community 
councils, and other community 
organisations, who apply for 
membership and are accepted 
by the Federation as members. 
Membership is open to individuals 
living in Clackmannanshire in an 
area not covered by a constituted 
local community organisation. 

Over the last year, the Federation 
has been working tirelessly to 
represent the tenants and residents 
groups and individual tenants in 
discussions and negotiations with  
Clackmannanshire Council, Ochil 
View Housing Association, Paragon 
Housing Association and other 
Registered Social Landlords across 
Clackmannanshire and with the 
Welfare Reform Working Group. 

As a Federation working with 
you we can make sure tenants 
and residents get a ‘Louder Voice’. 
We are particularly interested in 
having our say on things such as: 
tenant participation, allocations, 
repairs, rents, anti-social behaviour, 
capital programme investment 
and much, much, more. In making 
sure that tenants and residents 
views are represented when 
decisions are made both locally in 
Clackmannanshire and nationally 
across Scotland, we have been 
raising awareness and working on 
different topics.

Clackmannanshire Tenants 
& Residents Federation 
Unit 6/7, Alloa Business Centre, 
Alloa, FK10 3SA.

Tel: 01259 725757 

www.clacksfed.btck.co.uk

Exciting New Housing 
Development for Rent

Work has started on 28 new family homes 
in Coalsnaughton, as part of a partnership 
between Clackmannanshire Council and 
Hadden Construction. The first of the 28 new 
homes are to be available for rent at ‘mid 
market’ rates from April 2014.  

Hadden Construction are building 8 two 
bedroom flats, 8 three bedroom and 12 four 
bedroom houses at The Glen in Coalsnaughton. 

The development is part of the Scottish 
Government’s National Housing Trust initiative. 
The lucky tenants will be able to rent the 
properties at a rate between market and council 

Rechargeable Repairs 
The Housing Repairs Services will carry out 
most repairs to your Council home. However, 
there are some repairs you will have to pay for 
yourself. The division of responsibility between 
the landlord and tenant is contained within 
the Tenancy Agreement also outlined in the 
Tenants Handbook.

Recharges will be raised for a number of reasons 
including: 

 To recover the cost of work arising from 
tenant wilful, misuse, neglect, abuse or 
accidental damage

 To consistently enforce the Conditions of 
Tenancy 

 To deter misuse or negligence of Council 
property by future tenants 

When you call the repairs helpline 0845 055 
7070 to report a repair you will be advised if 
the repair is your responsibility and if it is you 
will be given the charge for the Council to carry 
out the work. Before work starts you must sign 
a rechargeable agreement. If you refuse to sign, 
and the repair isn’t a health and safety issue, 
we will not continue with the repair, and you 
may be charged for the visit.

Once the work has been completed, we will 
send an invoice outlining the cost that you are 
due including VAT. This will be issued within 5 
days.

For further information on recharging  please 
refer to ClacksWeb under rechargeable repairs.

Moving Out
Please note, as in your Tenancy Agreement, 
we ask that you leave the house and gardens 
clean and tidy, with all repairs you are 
responsible for completed before moving out. 
Please refer to 6.10 in the Tenancy Agreement 
for further details. If you do not do so, we will 
recharge you for the works required.

rent levels, before having an opportunity to 
buy the house at some point in the future - 
between 5 and 10 years after they were built.  

This is an exciting opportunity for households 
who have a reasonable income, but who are 
not able to obtain a mortgage at present, 
to rent a brand new home.  Current council 
tenants and waiting list applicants will initially 
get priority for the houses.  

If you are interested in finding out more, 
contact the managing agent: Ochil View 
Housing Association on 01259 722899 or email 
customerservices@ochilviewha.co.uk
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As the nights get chillier and 
darker, what could be more 
comforting than a warm dish of 
macaroni and cheese?  Use the 
book ‘Mac ‘N’ Cheese’ by Laura 
Washburn to perfect the all-
time favourite dish with the best 
ever recipe for classic macaroni 
cheese as well as new and 
exciting variations. 

Or what about another staple 
Scottish favourite  - Mince? ‘The 
Complete Book of Mince’ by 
Rene La Sagne, is an hilarious 
insight into cooking mince 72 
different ways and serving it in 
a cocktail glass! The book also 
explores the hilarious life of 
celebrity chef Rene La Sagne 

Improving children’s chances
To say life is hectic with small 
children in the house is an 
understatement! Add one or two 
working parents into the mix and 
it can be hard to find time for 
things like reading a bedtime story 
together.

But the benefits of sharing a book 
at bedtime with your child are 
numerous.

Not only is it a rewarding, bonding 
experience for you - but it allows 
your child to be comfortable and 
confident around books and helps 
them to develop early literacy 
skills.

Encouraging parents to read 
bedtime stories is one initiative 
being taken forward under the 
Early Years Collaborative (EYC) - a 
national improvement initiative 
which aims to make Scotland the 
best place to grow up.

The Council and its partners have 
embraced the EYC, which is a 
national, multi-agency quality 
improvement programme 
implemented locally by 
Community Planning Partnerships. 

The overall purpose of the 
Collaborative is delivering real 
improvement.

The attraction of the Collaborative 
is its strong focus on front line 
action which is taken quickly, 
tested and then applied more 
widely if it proves effective.

Morag Cantwell, early years and 
family worker at Alloa Family 
Centre said: “Some families are not 
in the habit of reading bedtime 
stories with their children. It’s 
such a good habit to establish as 
it develops children’s vocabulary, 
introduces children to books and 
helps to develop a closeness. We 
all have such hectic lives, but its 
great to take 5 minutes at bedtime 
to read a book together. 

“We are gradually building 
up this initiative and hope to 
introduce parents to the library 
and encourage them to become 

members. Not everyone 
is comfortable reading 
out loud, so we’ve been 
encouraging parents 
to try just a quick fun 
nursery rhyme that they 
remember from their own 
childhood.”

The initiative is also being 
piloted at Action for Children 
Tullibody Families. Manager 
Jean Brodie said: “This practical 
intervention is being taken 
forward by our support worker, 
trying to get it established as part 
of family routines. We’ve been 
getting parent’s excited about 
understanding the wider extent of 
the benefits around bonding and 
security for their children through 
simple changes like this. Parents 
who are less confident with reading 
need encouraged to know that 

looking at pictures and speaking 
together with their children over 
a book is just as beneficial to 
language development.” 

Some of the other initial actions 
which are being taken forward 
under the EYC locally focus on 
increasing the take-up of antenatal 
care, supporting early intervention 
and training staff in specific 
techniques to support vulnerable 
babies and parents.

Get 
cooking 
at your 
library

and how he opened his mince 
cafe in Glasgow.  

With everyone feeling the 
financial pinch, Jamie Oliver has 
come up with a new cookbook 
called ‘Save with Jamie’, a 
colourful illustrated book 
containing tasty and nutritious 
recipes on a budget. For a 
healthy option why don’t you 
try the ‘The Hairy Dieters’ by The 
Hairy Bikers, a collection of tasty 
recipes that are low in calories 
but big on flavour.

These titles are just a mouth-
watering taster from the 
delectable menu of cookbooks 
that can be found at your local 
libraries.

Planning permission for 48 
socially rented homes to be built 
on the site of the former Alva 
Academy has been granted.

Earlier this year the Council took 
action to stimulate the local 
economy including marketing the 
development of the former Alva 
Academy site in Queen Street. 
This led to developer Tigh Grian 
Limited buying the land from the 

Council after securing £2.2million-
worth of Scottish Government 
funding through the Greener 
Homes Innovation Scheme.

Tigh Grian Limited are keen to roll-
out the environmentally innovative 
technology and construction 
methods in delivering a larger 
affordable social housing project in 
partnership with Link and Paragon 
Housing Associations in Alva.

Some new and exciting 
cookery books are on 
offer at your local library this winter.

New houses for Alva

 
Did you know?

25% of primary children 
and 19% of secondary children 

are registered for free school meals 
(above Scottish averages of 22% and 

15%), reflecting our relatively high levels of 
deprivation.  We are also higher than average 
for children on the child protection register, 
particularly those at risk of physical injury, 

and for teenage pregnancies. The Early 
Years Framework aims to improve 

a range of outcomes for 
young people.

The development will consist of 
16 one-bedroomed cottage flats, 
24 two-bedroomed houses and 8 
three bedroomed houses. 

A footpath between Courthill 
and Duke Street is to be re-
routed through the housing 
development. 



that the prospect of a long cold winter may create serious 
challenges for the most vulnerable in the community.

Advice about how to look after yourself and your home 
during the winter months is available on ClacksWeb.

The Council’s Home Energy Advice Team (Tel: 01259 
450000 or email fuelenergyadvice@clacks.gov.uk) is always 
available to give advice on how you can save money on 
your fuel bills and how to make your home more energy 
efficient. The officers can help you tackle fuel debt problems 
and help you to select the best fuel tariff for your home.

The team can help you to check your entitlement to current 
Government and energy company assistance such as the 
winter fuel payment, the cold weather payment and the 
warm home discount.

Visit www.readyscotland.org for more tips and advice on 
getting ready for winter and if the severe weather does hit 
remember there are a number of options for finding out 
about the impact of weather on local services including the 
Council’s website and social media channels as well as the 
local radio station. 
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Clackmannanshire residents are being 
urged to get ready for winter with the 
Council’s preparations well underway.

Clackmannanshire Council is committed to 
keeping Clackmannanshire moving whatever 
the weather and staff will be working 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, dedicated to this task. 
But making you own preparations can also 
make a big difference to how well you and your 
community recovers from extreme weather.

Last winter Alloa Park Residents Association(APRA) 
took up an offer from the Council to build up a 
‘resilience mentality’ with a group of volunteers 
carrying out ‘snow patrol’. The Council supplied 
the Residents Association with grit bins, spades, 
two and a half tonnes of salt and some buckets. 
APRA decided where best to locate the bins 
and the Council supplied printed advice which 
they hand delivered to the 295 properties in the 
estate, telling everyone about the initiative.

While 2012/13 was not the worst winter for snow, it was 
a long winter and local residents, in a spirit of mutual co-
operation, gritted their own cul-de-sac using what the 
Council had supplied, without the need for us to supply 
further salt.

We received positive feedback from APRA about the 
initiative, with residents saying they appreciated being able 
to help themselves. If your community would like to find out 
more about preparing for winter, contact our Roads Service 
by emailing roads@clacks.gov.uk

There’s also lots you can do in your own home to be 
prepared such as putting together a simple emergency kit, 
writing a household emergency plan and having a shovel 
for clearing snow and ice. You should also make your home 
more energy efficient as keeping warm and well over the 
winter can help to reduce illnesses and also take care of the 
winter blues.

We are concerned that rising fuel bills are pushing more and 
more local people into fuel poverty (where a family needs 
to spend more than 10% of their income to keep warm) and 

Clackmannanshire kids 
offered flu vaccine

Private Landlords Risk Being Fined Work begins on 
new homes 
in Sauchie
Construction work on 25 new 
homes on Sauchie is underway.

The site of the former Forth Valley College annex in Hallpark 
is set to become the location of the Council’s new supported 
housing facility, which will aim to prevent and alleviate 
homelessness. The total cost of the project is £2 million.

The centre is expected to open in the autumn of 2014 and 
will include a 24-hour concierge service. There will be 25 
new flats in two bocks; 15 one-bedroom flats and 10 two-
bedroom flats, including one which is fully wheelchair 
accessible.

The Council has a statutory duty to assess and support 
people at risk of homelessness. The new centre will save 
the Council money in the long term by supporting those at 
risk of homelessness and minimising the number of failed 
tenancies in the county. 

The project was awarded £750,000 by the Scottish 
Government under the new Innovation and Investment 
Fund 2011- New Council House Building. The Hallpark 
proposal is a priority within the Council’s Strategic Housing 
Investment Plan (SHIP).

A new pilot scheme to offer 
flu vaccines to children in a 
number of Clackmannanshire 
primary schools is underway.

Over the next few years, the 
seasonal flu vaccine will be 
extended in phases to all 
children aged from 2 to 17 
years. Parents of all 2 and 3 
year olds will be invited to 
receive the free vaccine from 
their GPs.  An additional pilot 
scheme has also taken place 
in 2 primaries.

Letters have been sent to 
the parents of children 
involved in this year’s pilot 
programme. Some of the pilot 
school vaccinations will be 
carried out at the weekends 
to avoid disruption to the 
school curriculum while 
in the smaller primaries, 
vaccinations may be given by 
local GPs.

The childhood vaccine 
(Fluenz) is administered using 
a quick and painless nasal 
spray.

NHS Forth Valley Consultant 
in Public Health Medicine and 

Immunisation Coordinator, 
Dr Henry Prempeh said: 
“This vaccine offers excellent 
protection against the types 
of flu virus which are most 
likely to be circulating each 
winter – protecting children 
against a nasty disease which 
could end up with them 
having to have treatment in 
hospital.”

The new childhood flu 
immunisation programme 
is an extension of the 
existing annual flu 
vaccination programme 
which targets people over 
65, or those under 65 with 
chronic illnesses which 
can make flu much more 
dangerous. These include 
people with heart disease, 
chest complaints such as 
bronchitis, emphysema 
or asthma, chronic kidney 
failure, cystic fibrosis, 
lowered immunity due 
to disease or treatment, 
diabetes or liver problems. 
Pregnant women and unpaid 
carers are also eligible for 
vaccination. 

For more information contact NHS Inform on 0800 22 44 88 or 
log on to immunisationscotland.org.uk 

Get ready for winter

There are many ways people 
become a private landlord. Some 
people invest in properties to enter 
into a business and fully research 
the legal requirements and duties 
of being a landlord.  

Some people find themselves 
becoming a landlord, particularly in 
the current financial climate, because 
they have a property they are unable 
to sell, inherit a property or because 
they are working away from home for 
a while.  

Whether renting out one or a hundred 
properties, a private landlord needs 
to comply with the same legal 
requirements. A basic requirement 
is that a landlord must be registered. 
There is no excuse for not registering. 
If someone is renting out a property, 
but not registered, they are breaking 
the law and risk being fined £50,000!  

Registration is straightforward and 
a 10% discount given if completed 
online at www.landlordregistration 
scotland.gov.uk. It costs £55 to register 
for 3 years, plus £11 per property. 
And from June this year, all adverts 
for properties to let must include the 
landlord’s registration number, so 
look out for this if you are considering 
renting.

Landlords must meet certain 
conditions: 

 the property must meet specific 
standards, inside and out

 new tenants should get a Tenant 
Information Pack 

 deposits must be lodged with one 
of 3 tenancy deposit schemes 

 tenants must have an appropriate 
tenancy agreement 

 an inventory should be made at the 
start of a tenancy

 gas and electricity safety checks 
must be carried out regularly by a 
qualified person

 an administration fee cannot be 
charged

There are lots of good landlords in 
Clackmannanshire, and the Council 
is keen to work with them to make 
sure that the standard of housing is 
good. The Council organises a regular 
Private Landlords’ Forum to support 
landlords, share information and 
provide an opportunity for landlords 
to meet each other and share good 
practice.  

If you are concerned that a landlord 
is not registered, please contact us on 
01259 450000.

Further information on private renting 
is available for both landlords and 
tenants on ClacksWeb.



supported by Clackmannanshire Council
www.clacksweb.org.uk
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The Council is strongly resisting any 
plans by NHS Forth Valley to reduce the 
bus services which provide links to the 
Royal Hospital for patients and their 
families in Clackmannanshire.

A proposal from NHS Forth Valley 
to replace the existing H1 and H2 
services with a demand responsive 
transport (DRT) service was discussed 
at the October Council meeting and 
there was unanimous support that the 
Council should campaign to maintain 
or enhance the current level of public 
transport links.

The proposed DRT service would 
transport those who qualify to use the 

Men in Clackmannanshire 
will benefit from a new 
screening test which could 
help save lives. From end 
October 2013, men aged 
65 will be invited to attend 
a screening appointment 
at Clackmannanshire 
Community Healthcare 
Centre to receive a scan 
which can detect abdominal 
aortic aneurysms.

An abdominal aortic 
aneurysm forms when 
the aorta, the main artery 
that supplies blood to the 
body from the heart down 
through the chest and 
abdomen, becomes weak 
and balloons out. 

Around one in 20 men in 
Scotland are thought to 
be affected, and most are 

Improving Sauchie Main Street

V5_30.11.12_4455

 Quick scan. Instant result.

A simple scan 
for men aged 65

Look out for 
your NHS invite 

letter to abdominal 
aortic aneurysm 
(AAA) screening

New Scan Set to Save Lives
unaware of this until they 
experience pain when the 
aneurysm ruptures. If left 
untreated more than eight in 
10 ruptures can prove fatal. 

Dr Oliver Harding, NHS Forth 
Valley Consultant in Public 
Health said: “This simple, 
painless test is done using 
an ultrasound scan which is 
the same method used to 
examine pregnant women. 
It only takes 10 minutes 
and the results are available 
instantly after the scan. 

NHS Forth Valley started 
posting letters to men aged 
65 at the end of October, 
inviting them to attend 
screening as part of the 
first male-only national 
screening programme.

Around 95% of men will have 
a normal scan and will exit 
the screening programme. 
This is because the chance of 
a normal aorta developing 
an aneurysm is extremely 
rare.

If a small or medium 
aneurysm is found, regular 

scans will be offered to 
monitor its size. Anyone 
found to have a large 
aneurysm will be referred 
for treatment. Younger 
men are not considered to 
be at risk of an aneurysm 
so they are not included 
in this national screening 
programme.

and significant savings for both 
organisations, was rejected by NHS 
Forth Valley. 

Councillor Womersley said: “The 
approach which is now being 
proposed is a let down for the people 
of Clackmannanshire. The Council had 
been actively trying to offer ways that 
would save NHS Forth Valley money 
and still provide an accessible service 
from Clackmannanshire to the hospital 
in Larbert. However, for various reasons 
NHS Forth Valley has not found it 
possible to consider those.” 

The Council remains willing to work with 
our community planning partners NHS 
Forth Valley to find a solution which is 
most beneficial to Clackmannanshire’s 
residents.

service to either Kincardine or Tullibody 
from where they could access existing 
commercial services. The Council’s 
view is that this proposal represents a 
reduction in service.

Talks between the Council and NHS 
Forth Valley have been going on for the 
past six months, where Chief Executive 
Elaine McPherson and Council Leader 
Gary Womersley have repeatedly 
emphasised the importance of access 
between Clackmannanshire and the 
Forth Valley Royal Hospital at Larbert.

A proposal which was put forward last 
year by the Council, which would have 
offered improved public transport 

Council campaigns to maintain 
 hospital access

A consultation on the ambitious 
plans was held earlier this year, 
with many local people taking the 
opportunity to give us feedback 
about the plans. During the 
consultation some concerns were 
raised about disabled access and 
parking which we have taken on 
board in the updated plans.

The aim of this project is to 
improve the environment of 
Sauchie Main Street for the 
people who live and work in this 
area. We have secured £648,000 
worth of funding for these 
improvements which include: 

 Refurbishing the exterior of 
buildings in Sauchie Main 
Street

 Upgrading paths

 Removing the raised beds

 Installing new energy efficient 
street lights

 Installing traffic lights at 
junction of Main Street and 
Greygoran

Work is now underway and due 
to be complete in the autumn of 
2014. 

The project is part of as part 
of a £1 million investment 
in improving main streets of 
Clackmannanshire over the next 
7 years. Check our website to see 
which community will benefit 
next. 

Sauchie Main Street is the first area to be redeveloped under the 
umbrella of the Council’s Village and Small Town Centre Initiative.

Safe paths 
for everyone
Everyone has a part to play in making the streets and paths 
around Clackmannanshire safe and accessible for everyone. 
Many of us will have been frustrated by obstructions caused 
by everything from parked vehicles to advertising boards 
which block our way when walking.

This situation is even more serious for those with reduced 
mobility, sometimes forcing them onto the road.

To help keep footways clear:

 Don’t park or drive on the 
footway 

 Don’t place advertising 
boards on the footway 
or attach to pedestrian 
guardrails 

 Don’t place shop displays on 
the footway 

 Don’t leave wheelie bins or 
rubbish where they will be a 
danger to pedestrians 

 Don’t park motorcycles or 
scooters on the footway 

 Don’t chain bicycles to street 
furniture on the footway 

 Don’t erect scaffolding or 
place a skip on the footway 
without the Council’s 
permission 

 Don’t allow vegetation to 
overhang the footway

Alister Scott from Clackmannanshire Disability Awareness 
Group said: “It’s not just inconvenient when people block 
pavements and paths, either with bins and buckets or people 
parking their cars on the pavement - for people in wheelchairs, 
it’s dangerous. 

“The only option at times is to leave the pavement altogether 
and go onto the road in order to get past, and this can be 
very scary. We would ask people to think about other path 
users, not only in wheelchairs but parents with buggies, and 
do their best to keep paths clear.”

If you experience any of these obstructions, please report it 
to the Council’s Roads and Transportation Service, by calling 
01259 450000, emailing roads@clacks.gov.uk or using the 
‘report it’ section on ClacksWeb.
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Search is on to Find 
Our Citizen of the Year
The search is on to find 
Clackmannanshire’s Citizen of the Year. 

Do you know someone who would 
be worthy of a nomination for the 
prestigious award? We are looking for 
a person who has done so much either 
in the past year or over many years to 
help out the local community, or has 
been there for others in times of need - 
there are so many people who would be 
excellent nominees.

The closing date for nominations 
is Friday 31st January, with the 
winner due to be announced at the 
Clackmannanshire Awards Ceremony in 
Alloa Town Hall on 6th March 2014.

And we will are also looking for a Young 
Citizen of the Year, in category which was 
introduced for the first time last year. 

This is the 11th year the Provost of 
Clackmannanshire will host the joint 
awards ceremony to recognise the 

dedication and commitment that local 
people and groups have made to help 
improve the quality of life throughout 
the county. 

Provost Tina Murphy said: “Throughout 
Clackmannanshire there are many 
individuals who are giving their time 
to help benefit others, often with little 
or no recognition. And for many of 
them, they tend to shy away from the 
limelight. But these awards are not just 
about recognising their tremendous 
efforts within the community, but a way 
for the people of Clackmannanshire to 
say thank you.

“In my role as Provost I hear of lots of 
achievements and I am amazed at 
just how much of the preparation and 
support is provided by volunteers. I do 
hope that people will see the Citizen of 
the Year as an opportunity to highlight 
the efforts of those they come in 
contact with.”

Helping you 
to Live Well
World Mental Health Day was on Sunday 10th October. Every 
year, around this time, thousands of people across the world 
raise awareness and understanding of mental health and mental 
illness. Clackmannanshire Integrated Mental Health Services 
are keen to raise awareness of the importance of looking after 
our own mental wellbeing, the positive steps we can take to do 
so and the help that is around to raise our understanding and 
ability to cope.

Top 10 tips for positive mental health 

 Talk about your feelings

 Keep Active

 Eat Well

 Drink sensibly

 Keep in touch with friends

 Ask for help

 Take a break

 Do something you are good at

 Accept who you are

 Care for others.

Fancy becoming a Mental Health First Aider?

Scottish Mental Health First Aid (SMHFA) is based on the concept 
of general First Aid training and aims to improve the general 
public’s awareness and understanding of mental health. The 
course is being held locally in December, January and February.

The course teaches you to:

 Give initial help to someone experiencing 
a mental health problem.

 Deal with a crisis situation or the first signs 
of someone developing mental ill health, and

 Guide people towards appropriate professional help.

SMHFA is a FREE 12 hour course that can be delivered in a variety 
of ways, to fit in with people’s busy lives. If you are interested in 
finding out more, please contact us on 01259 215048

Working with Community Groups

Do you belong to a community group? Are you sometimes 
stuck for speakers?

We can deliver FREE Mental Health Awareness sessions tailored 
to meet the needs and interests of your group. These sessions 
are informative, interactive and always get people wanting to 
know more. Please contact us on 01259 215048.

Stress Control

Anyone feeling stressed or who wants to learn some helpful 
ways to feel in control can join popular stress control classes in 
Clackmannanshire.

It is a free class that runs over six sessions. If you want to learn 
better ways to handle common problems such as anxiety, 
depression, low self-confidence, poor sleep and panic attacks 
then come along to the popular Stress Control classes. 

Stress Control is a class - not a group therapy - so you do not 
have to talk about your problems in front of others. You just sit 
back and learn some great ways to control stress.

Each week, you will get a booklet to take away as well as a free 
relaxation CD. 

Stress Control is delivered in partnership between 
Clackmannanshire Integrated Mental Health Service 
(Clackmannanshire Council and NHS Forth Valley) 
and Resonate Art House. 

To find out more or register for the courses, 
please contact the Phoenix Centre 
on 01259 215048.

The current Citizen of the Year is Linda 
McLeod. She won the premier accolade 
for her hard work and dedication 
towards raising awareness of lung 
disease and her work for the Breathe 
Easy group in Clackmannanshire

Charlie Crawford from Alva became the 
first ever Clackmannanshire’s Young 
Citizen of the Year in recognition of his 
achievements as a young carer. 

Nominations are also still being 
sought in other categories in the 
Clackmannanshire Awards, which are run 
in conjunction with Clackmannanshire 
Sports Council. 

Nomination forms for the three awards 
are available on ClacksWeb. The closing 
date for nominations is 31st January 2014.

Two local school pupils will carry 
out the tree lighting ceremony 
accompanied by Clackmannan-
shire’s Provost Tina Murphy.

The event will take the shape of 
a Festive Family Fun Day, with 
festivities taking place from 10am 
until 6pm, within High Street and 
Mill Street, culminating in the tree 
lighting ceremony. Entry is free 
for the whole community.

Look out for Santa’s Grotto and 
the facepainter in Tree Tops in Mar 
Street.

Following on from last year’s 
success, the funfair will also return 
to Mill Street, and in the High 

Christmas Tree Lights Switch-on 

Last year’s winner 
Linda Mcleod.

Get Set for 
Boot Camp Street the fun and festivities will 

start from 3pm onwards.

The public should note that on 
the day High Street and Mill 
Street will be closed to traffic 
from 7.30am until 7.30pm.

The festive fun continues on 
throughout December with 
Santa’s Grotto and a facepainter 
in Tree Tops on the 7th, 14th, 
22nd and 23rd. Reindeer will be 
in High Street on Saturday 14th 
from 10am to 12.30pm with a 
sleigh procession at noon.  

And the popular ice rink returns 
to Candleriggs car park on 21st, 
22nd and 23rd December.

Our popular eight week Boot Camp 
Programme will return in the new year. 

It will take place every Thursday from 9th January 
at Alva Academy  from 7.30pm - 8.30pm and every 
Saturday from 11th January at Alloa Academy 
from 10.30am - 11.30am. 

It is suitable for all levels of fitness both male and 
female. Adult sessions cost £3.50 (£3.00 Access 
Card Holders) or save with the eight Week Boot 
Camp Pass  which is only £20 per adult. 

To register for  an early booking for Boot Camp, 
which is recommended and for more information 
call 01259 213131. 

The Camp Programme aims to improves fitness 
and energy levels, helps weight loss, improves 
muscle tone, is motivational and great fun.

The festive fun will kick off on Saturday 30th November in Alloa Town 
Centre when the Christmas Tree lights will be officially switched on 
at 4.30pm
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